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Do you want to get the most out of each lesson?  While it’s tempting to just read the questions and then find the answers in scripture (I’ve done that myself more times than I’d care to admit), you’re going to get much more out of your study if you read the assigned chapter, read the extra verses that are assigned, and THEN answer the questions.  Remember- this is YOUR study, your opportunity to learn.
Have questions about anything covered (or having trouble reading my mind) or have a suggestion?  My cell is (770) 329-5400 and my email stathamross@gmail.com.  I’m ok taking phone calls 7 am until 9:30 pm.
Roman Citizenship, Bondservants, and Slaves in the First Century
Roman society was organized economically, legally and culturally.  The Roman middle class was small, and was made up primarily of small landowners and shopkeepers who often were not much better off than the poor. The list below only partly describes Roman social stratifications (which could be a lesson in itself):
· Roman citizens made up a very small majority of the empire (6-8%) and had rights denied those that Rome conquered.  Citizens did not have to pay taxes.
a. Patrician families were wealth, ifluential landowning families
i. Senators served in the Senate (by their Patrician birth status) and governed Rome
ii. Equestrians were wealthy property owners who chose business or leisure over politics
b. Plebeians were the working class and were men without substantial wealth who worked for their living.  These were either free-born or purchased their citizenship for themselves and their heirs for “a large sum of money” (Acts 22:28).  Women could not be citizens.
· Freeborn were local peoples of the nations that Rome had conquered, who paid taxes as were levied locally, and they generally had some rights.  They enjoyed “Pax Romana” (“Roman peace”) and were governed locally by Roman-appointed officials and protected by Rome.  They were not citizens.
· Bondservants were (for any number of reasons) “bound” to their master for a period of time, often against their will, and were one step above being a slave.  They made up a large segment of the population of the empire, and if they escaped were returned to their masters.
· Slaves, were taken in war (and the victors sold them as a part of their war booty), or because they had fallen deeply into debt and could not repay.  The most “famous” Christian slave was Onesimus of the book of Philemon.
The Role of Local Roman Government
The role of the local Roman government was primarily to collect taxes (to keep the money flowing to Rome), keep the local peace, and apprise Rome of any difficulties they could not handle locally.
Local Roman governors were appointed by the emperor. The emperors made it a point to know each governor. Examples from scripture are Herod the Great, “The friend of Rome”; Pontius Pilate; Antonius Felix[footnoteRef:1] (the governor who wanted a bribe before he would release Paul); and Porcius Festus (Felix’s successor, who sent Paul to Rome when he appealed to Caesar).  [1:  In 58, Felix hired two assassins to murder Jonathan (the Jewish high priest) shortly after Jonathan had taken office.  (Jonathan had often criticized Felix and had threatened to report him to Claudius Caesar; it was Jonathan who had recommended Felix for the appointment.)  Felix’s son Marcus Antonius Agrippa later died (along with most of the other inhabitants of Pompeii and Herculaneum) in the deadly eruption of Mount Vesuvius on August 24, 79 AD.
] 

Because they had the emperor’s backing (which included the most powerful army in the world) these men ruled through fear.  They often incorporated various methods of the death penalty for offenses including  crucifixion, being buried alive and impaling.  Having one’s head quickly removed by a sharp sword was considered a “higher” form of capital punishment and was generally reserved for citizens or the upper classes.
The Roman army was a powerful and fear-inducing weapon.  The Romans had taken the lessons of the Greek phalanx (used most effectively by Phillip of Macedon and his son Alexander the Great to conquer Greece and much of the known world) and greatly improved upon the armament, battle formations, tactics, siege mechanisms, larger weapons and supply trains to create a formidable army.  Roman soldiers were tough, hardened warriors.  Legions were stationed throughout the empire and their commanders reported both to Rome and the local governor.
A Map of The Cities and Regions in Our Study
[image: ]

· Syria was a Roman province north of Judea and Galilee and was based upon the Old Testament kingdom of Syria.  It contained the cities of Damascus and Antioch; it was Antioch that sent Paul on his missionary journeys recorded in Acts. 
· Macedonia was an ancient city-state of what is today Greece; people in that area continue to view themselves as “Macedonians” first and “Greeks” second[footnoteRef:2], even today.   [2:  Alexander’s father Phillip II of Macedon was born 98 years after Esther’s husband King Xerxes I (“Ahasuerus”) was defeated by the Greeks at the battle of Salamis, a turning point in world history, which occurred between chapters 1 and 2 of the Book of Esther in 480 BC.  (The big party that Ahasuerus was throwing for his nobles in Esther chapter 1 was probably in preparation for their planned conquest of Greece.  But God had other plans for Greece and for Persia.)
] 

· The Roman province of Galatia (we will be studying southern Galatia) in ancient times was made up of three Celtic tribes who replaced the ancient Hittites.  More to follow on Galatia on the next page!
· [image: ]The Roman province of Asia (Asia Minor) is today western Turkey, whose capital is Istanbul.   In the Old Testament most of the area was primarily Hittite, but late in the Old Testament and into the early first century it became a part of the “Ionian” region of Greece through Greek military conquest.
· In Revelation, Christ wrote to seven of the (many!) churches of Asia (right), giving us a clear picture of where they were spiritually by the end of the first century. 

Lesson 1: 	Overview of the Galatians Region & Church
(Much of the information in this lesson was gleaned from a series of online resources.)
The Epistle to the Galatians is a letter from the apostle Paul to a number of early Christian communities in the region of Asia Minor known as the Roman province of Galatia.  Paul is principally concerned with the controversy surrounding Gentile Christians who were being taught that the Law of Moses was binding. Paul teaches on this subject with some of his strongest language.
[image: ]The central dispute in the letter concerns whether gentiles should also follow the practices of the Old (Jewish) law in addition to Christianity. The “Jerusalem Council” met in Acts chapter 15 due to this controversy (around 48-49 AD); these Jewish church leaders, including Peter and James, confirmed what Paul taught in Galatians.  It is logical to assume that if Paul had written them afterwards, he would have put this decision front and center in his arguments. Since Paul evangelized southern Galatia in 47 or 48 AD, the book was likely written shortly before he left for Jerusalem to meet with the apostles and James the elder in either 48 or 49 AD.
Paul's letter is addressed "to the churches of Galatia". The Roman province of Galatia was in central Asia Minor, which had been settled by immigrant Celts in the 270s BC and still retained Gaul-ish features of culture and language when Paul arrived almost 300 years later (more details on pages 4-5).  Acts records Paul traveling to the "region of Galatia and Phrygia", Phrygia lies immediately west of Galatia.
We first read of Paul (and the people accompanying him, which included Barnabas) entering the region in Acts 13:14.“But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day and sat down.  And after reading of the Law and the Prophets” [they would have read the Hebrew texts easily, proving that they were pious Jews!], “the rulers of the synagogue sent to them, saying ‘Men and brethren, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.’” The text relates that Paul stood up and spoke at length about Jewish history, about John the Baptist and Christ. It also relates that on the next Sabbath“ almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God”, which made most of the Jews (but not all!) jealous.  Paul and Barnabas were expelled shortly thereafter, moving on to the next Galatian city—Iconium.  
Many in Iconium believed Paul’s message, but, when the city became divided, they had to flee to Lystra.  In Lystra Paul heals a well-known cripple (from birth) who was known in the city in a most dramatic manner, causing many to call Paul (in their Celtic language, the scripture records) Hermes and Zeus! But shortly after they stopped the people from sacrificing to them, the Jews from Antioch Pisidia and Iconium stirred up a crowd, and they stoned Paul, leaving him for dead. (But read on—the story has a happy ending.)
Paul and Barnabas continued preaching in Iconium (don’t you know that got their attention, after he was supposedly stoned to death!) making many disciples. They then returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, “strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, ‘We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.’ So, when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed.”  (Acts 14:21-23)
Let me paint a possible or even probable scenario:  You live in one of these towns and you hear about some strangers that began teaching some powerful things about a man that they claim to be the Jewish Messiah (whom they claimed had been raised from the dead after being crucified by the Romans).  One of them heals a crippled man that everyone knew had never walked in his entire life. (Perhaps you knew who.)  But the Jews hate this teacher; they stir up a crowd and stone him to death.  But as he lays there dead, his friends pray over him until he gets back up and keeps right on teaching.  Can you imagine the stir and buzz this would have created?
We assume that these Galatian churches were composed of 1) Jews who had been converted to Christ, 2) Gentile proselytes who had been converted from paganism to Judaism and now to Christianity, and 3) Gentile converts (which soon became the largest group). Paul and Barnabas leave; Acts 15:1 says, “And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren (including Galatia, apparently!): “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved”. It further records that Paul and Barnabas had “no small dissention and dispute with them” (they were no longer in Galatia) and that it was agreed that the matter would be settled by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.
Themes and Overall Teachings of the Book of Galatians
Paul, being directed by the holy spirit, pointed out (in very strong language) that this teaching they were receiving from these Jewish teachers was a "different gospel" from what He and Barnabas had taught them.
Who were these false teachers?  They were Jewish Christians (or perhaps Jewish proselytes) who taught that in order for these new converts to belong to the People of God, they must be subject to some or all of the Jewish Law (which is why they are often called “Judaizers”). It would appear, from Paul's response, that they cited the example of Abraham, who was circumcised as a mark of receiving the covenant blessings.  They also questioned Paul's authority as an apostle.
In the book, Paul discusses his life before Christ, Christ selecting him to serve as His apostle, and his early ministry, including interactions with other apostles in Jerusalem. This is the most extended discussion of Paul's past that we find in the New Testament.  This narrative serves as Paul's defense of his apostolic authority, but it also teaches about the nature of the gospel and the Galatians' own situation.
In Chapter 3, he exhorts them to stand fast in the faith as it is in Jesus. Paul draws upon the figure of Abraham and the priority of his faith to the covenant of circumcision. Paul explains that the law was introduced as a temporary measure, one that is no longer efficacious now that Christ, the seed of Abraham, has come. Chapter 4 then concludes with a summary of the topics discussed and the benediction, followed by teaching about the right use of their Christian freedom.
In the conclusion of the epistle, Paul wrote, "See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own hand."  Some have postulated that Paul's large letters are owed to his poor eyesight, his deformed hands, or to other physical afflictions.  Classics scholar Steve Reece has compared similar autographic subscriptions in thousands of Greek, Roman, and Jewish letters of this period and observes that large letters are a normal feature when senders of letters, regardless of their education, take the pen and add a few words of greeting in their own hands.


The Roman Province of Galatia & The Celtic Peoples of Galatia
From UNRV.COM, a scholarly discussion web forum about ancient Rome (with additional notes from Ross in brackets)
https://www.unrv.com/provinces/galatia.php

The territory in modern central Turkey known as Galatia was an oddity in the eastern world [during the Roman empire]. An area in the highlands of central Anatolia (now Turkey), it was bounded on the north by Bithynia and Paphlagonia, on the east by Pontus, on the south by Lycaonia and Cappadocia, and on the west by the remainder of Phrygia. It was originally home of the ancient civilization of the Hittites but came to be occupied by Gallic Celts [Gauls] in the 3rd century BC, hence Galatia, or "Gallia of the East." [footnoteRef:3] [3:  For more information about the Gauls, who were in control of most of central Europe, and who are the forebearers or most of today’s central Europeans:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gauls 
] 

[The Greeks, then Romans, called these people “Gauls” or “Gals”.  In their own language, they called themselves “Celts”. The two terms are interchangeable.  Modern-day Celts include the peoples of Ireland and Scotland, and their “Gaelic” language used today is a descendant of one of the many ancient Celtic languages.  The conquest of Gaul, modern-day France and Germany, was claimed by Julius Caesar around 57 BC.]
The Gauls had migrated [from central Europe] east and south during the reign of Alexander the Great in the late 4th century BC, but he held them off and pushed them back towards the Danube.  A couple of generation later, around 280 BC, [three tribes of] the Gauls were on the move again, first settling in Thracia and then continuing south into Macedonia and Greece.
Led by a second 'Brennus' (the first being the Brennus who sacked Rome in 390 BC), the Gauls stormed through Macedonia and Greece, sacking Delphi and causing a great deal of disorder before being stopped at the Dardanelles. Brennus was killed and the Gauls were forced to look for new opportunities elsewhere. As luck would have it, King Nicomedes I of Bithynia was deeply embroiled in a dynastic struggle with his brother.
The homeless Celts would prove to be the perfect mercenaries accepting an invitation to join Nicomedes. They crossed the straights from Thracia to Asia Minor with upwards of 20,000 people, including women and children, and fell into a role as mercenary warriors that they would relish for the next couple of centuries.
Helping establish Nicomedes on the Bithynian throne, the Gauls were awarded with living space on the Anatolian plateau. There, they continued to live in their tribal lifestyle, essentially established in three separate tribes. The central part of Galatia belonged to a tribe known as the Tectosages, who established a capitol at Ancyra (which bears the name Ankara, Celtic for Anchor, today). In the west, the Tolistbobolii took up residence, with their capital at Pressinus. In the East, the Trocmi established themselves at Tavium. They were loosely organized (as was Celtic custom).  Despite this, they still managed to establish a national council which brought together representatives of each tribe to deal with issues that affected the community as a whole.
Much like their Hittite predecessors, the Gauls found that the central plateau was a perfect launching point for raids on their surrounding neighbors. As fierce warriors, they proved to be a constant source of trouble in the region, overrunning their former hosts in Bithynia and plundering all around them with little resistance. Between 235 and 225 BC, however, King Attalus of Pergamum was finally able to hold the Gauls in check, inflicting several defeats on them but conceding their right to occupy Galatia. Though the Gauls were weakened, they continued to be a constant source of aggravation.
Real Roman contact with Galatia came during the Syrian War against Antiochus. With the death of Attalus in Pergamum, circa 197 BC, raids west into Asia Minor began anew, and the Gauls soon found themselves as mercenary allies of the Syrian king. Rome, however, being allied to Pergamum, was forced to finally take matters into their own hands, launching an expedition under Ca. Manlius Vulso in 189 BC. His invasion, and the war against Antiochus (led by Scipio Africanus and his brother Gnaeus) were wildly successful and Roman influence spread deeply into the east.
The Galatians soon fell under the sway of the great Roman enemy, Mithridates. In the early to mid 1st century BC, the Celts were under the thumb of Pontus, but remained surprisingly loyal to Rome. During the campaigns of both Sulla, and later Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus [whom we call “Pompey[footnoteRef:4]” today], the Celts proved formidable allies in the cause. With Pompey's victory, the Galatians were organized as a client state in 64 BC. Despite the existence and apparent recognition of Celtic custom by Pompey, the three-tribe system was soon uprooted by the efforts of one chief, Deiotarus. [4:  Pompey, 106 BC – 48 BC, was one of Rome’s greatest statesmen and generals.  He conquered Judea in 63 BC as a part of his greater Syrian campaign. It is worth knowing, at least in general terms, more about the man:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pompey 
] 

The Romans were soon occupied with their own internal political turmoil, the war in Gaul under Caesar, and the civil war that followed. The Galatians, despite their political and government shift remained mostly quiet, and the Romans formally recognized Deiotarus as the Galatian King.
This political situation remained in effect until after the victory of Octavian in the second civil war, and his ascension as Augustus [Caesar]. In 25 BC, the third Galatian king, Amyntas died, and Augustus formally incorporated Galatia into an official Roman province. From that point on, Galatia remained a provincial backwater, with little economic exploitation or political dissent of any kind. The Galatians remained loyal to the empire throughout its history.
Contributing to this loyalty, the Celts were inundated with Hellenistic culture, and later writers referred to the inhabitants as Gallo-Graeci. Celtic culture continued to flourish as well, and the people were still known to speak a Celtic tongue similar to that of the Gallic Treveri as late as the 5th century AD. However, this culture had all but faded away by the time the Seljuks took the region from the Byzantines in the 11th century AD.
Galatia became an early stronghold for the Christian church. The Apostle Paul visited the province around 47 or 48 AD and later wrote his Epistle to the Galatians. The Celts apparently took to his teaching in earnest[footnoteRef:5] and the early church spread and flourished. [5:  The Galatian people seemed to have an interest in improving themselves both spiritually and economically.  They had adopted Greek, and later Roman culture, government and teachings because they recognized that they were superior to their own.  They had remained loyal to Rome even when they were tempted to rebel during Rome’s early days.  In Acts, virtually the entire city came to hear Paul speak on the second sabbath at the synagogue in Acts 13-14.  Perhaps some of them may have been a little too quick to adapt the “additional” teachings of the Judaizing teachers before Paul put a stop to it thru the teachings of the book of Galatians.
] 



Questions from Lesson One (the Galatian church overview)
Read the above pages as well as Acts 11:19-25 and Acts 15:1-34 and answer the following questions:
1. Based on what you’ve read above about the peoples of southern Galatia, why do you think they understood and accepted the Gospel of Christ so readily, and why do you think that “almost the entire city” came to hear Paul’s second sermon at the synagogue in Antioch of Persidia (Acts 13:44)?  (Speculation is allowed.)
2. Is there anything that you learned about the Galatian people (in the previous few pages) that really sticks out in your mind?  Their history perhaps?  Or facets of their character?  Or of their cities?
3. Let’s go back to Acts 10, where we read where Peter was sent by the Holy Spirit to preach to Cornelius, and that the Holy Spirit fell upon these Gentiles.  Describe the confrontation the Jews had with Peter (in Acts 11) when they found out that he had eaten with “uncircumcised men”.  Describe the conclusion they drew when Peter told them what happened to him and to these Gentiles.
4. In Acts 11:19-25, it describes how some early believers in Cyprus and Cyrene (modern Lybia) went to Antioch (in Syria) and preached to the “Hellinists” (non-Jews) about Jesus.  What was the result of this preaching?   Who sent Barnabas to Antioch, and who did he next seek to come help in the work?
5. Last quarter we read that the church at Antioch was instrumental in its efforts to evangelize, sending out Paul, Barnabas and others to teach, preach and establish churches.  It was shortly after the second missionary journey (after they had returned to Antioch and reported their work) that the problem with the so-called “Judaizing teachers” (those who taught that all converts must keep the Old Law) came to a head at Antioch and in other places.  (Apparently it was at this time that Paul heard that this false teaching had spread to the new churches in southern Galatia, and he wrote the Epistle to the Galatians.)  In Acts 15:1-2, Paul and Barnabas—formerly devout Jews—had “no small dissention” with these false teachers who had now come to Antioch.  What was decided?
6. What was the reaction of the churches of Phoenicia and Samaria when they heard about the conversion of the gentiles?  What did they report to the apostles and the elders in Jerusalem?
7. In Acts 15:5, who rose up and insisted that gentiles keep the Old Law?  Do you see anything interesting, or perhaps ironic, that it was this group?
8. What was the apostle Peter’s response to this dispute?  What question did he ask the Pharisees?
9. After Paul and Barnabas described the “many miracles and wonders that God worked through them among the Gentiles”, what was the reaction of those assembled?  (Do you think Paul may have described how he was stoned and left by the Jews for dead in Iconium?  I wonder!)
10. What Old Testament scripture did James the elder[footnoteRef:6] quote to help settle this matter? [6:  James the brother of Jesus was an important figure in the early church and was one of the elders in Jerusalem.  He is called “James the elder” in order to not confuse him with the apostle James, who was the first apostle to be martyred.
] 

11. What did James the elder state he believed that they should tell the Gentiles?
12. What are some of the points of what they wrote the Gentiles in Acts 15:22-29 that you find to be the most interesting, based on your re-reading of the scripture this time?
13. Who else did the apostles send back to Antioch - and why do you think they did this?
14. How did the church at Antioch react to this letter and its contents? 
15. If Antioch was already so strong, why would God deem it important to send additional teachers to continue to work with them?  How is this applicable to us today?
16. Is there any evidence of how quickly this letter from the apostles and elders of Acts 15 was circulated to all of the new churches of the first and second missionary journeys (including Galatia) by Paul and Barnabas?  Was it spread to Rome, Libya, Crete—all churches?  How do you think it was received by the Gentiles in these cities?  How do you think it was received by the Jewish Christians? 


Lesson 2: Galatians Chapter 1
Please read ALL of Galatians 1, Ephesians 3:1-7 and II Peter 3:14-16, then answer the following:
Galatians 1:1-5
1. What, in your mind, is the importance of Paul not only identifying himself to them as an apostle but pointing out that it was Christ who appointed him to serve in that role?
2. Which, if any, of Paul’s teachings in verses 3-5 stand out to you – and why?
Galatians 1:6-10
3. Why do you think it is important that what the Jews were teaching the Galatians be identified as “a different gospel”?
4. Paul speaks of those who would trouble them and who would pervert (or “distort”) the gospel- then says that those who would do so should be accursed. Why such strong language?
5. What’s his key point in verse 10?
Galatians 1:11-17; Ephesians 3:1-7
6. In verses 11-12, where does Paul say that he had received his teaching, which he had given them?
7. He makes some excellent, logical points in 13-14 about his own background.  Why would these points carry weight against those who are trying to mislead them?
8. Verses 15-17 refers to how Christ confronted and then called Paul for the work.  Comment on what Paul said he did after his conversion, comment on and why this is important.
9. Read Ephesians 3:1-7 and comment on what he taught the church in Ephesus about his apostleship.
Galatians 1:18-23; II Peter 3:14-16
10. Think about the three years before Paul went to Jerusalem and spent significant time with Peter and James the Elder.  What do you think would have been discussed- and how would that have changed their relationship?
11. Read II Peter 3:14-16 and comment regarding what Peter had to say about Paul and his writings.
12. In Galatians 1:21-24, where did Paul go? (please find these areas on a map) Relate what was being said about him by the Jewish Christians in Judea while he was there.

Lesson 3: Galatians Chapter 2
Please read ALL of Galatians 2, briefly review Acts 10, then answer the following:
Galatians 2:1-5
1. In last week’s lesson we discussed how Peter and James the Elder had met with Paul extensively.  In Galatians 2:1-3 he notes that he takes Barnabas and Titus after being away fourteen years.   Discuss Barnabas, his background and acceptance by the apostles; then discuss who Titus was, and why Paul bringing this disciple with him was one of the keys to his teaching the Galatians.
2. In Galatians 2:4-5, Paul explains why he selected Barnabas and Titus, saying that while he was doing things openly, these false teachers were being secretive—saying they were “brought in” to spy out their liberty and bring us into bondage.  Who brought them in?  Why would he call it bondage?
Galatians 2:6-10; Acts 10
3. He notes that while some of them “seemed to be something” (meaning, noteworthy Jewish Christians, I think), Paul wasn’t impressed.  Why not?
4. What did these people see and hear regarding Paul’s mission versus Peter’s mission?
5. What was the significance of James (the elder), Cephas (Peter) and John giving Paul and Barnabas “the right hand of fellowship”?  Is this still applicable today?
6. How powerful was it that Peter had first been selected in Acts 10 to preach to the Gentiles and that God had given these Gentiles the Holy Spirit?
Galatians 2:11-16
7. Why do you think that Paul relating the hypocrisy of Peter and Barnabas in Antioch is important to his teaching the Galatians- and in teaching Christians today?
8. What were Paul’s arguments when he confronted Peter publicly?
Galatians 2:17-21; Romans 7:1-6
9. What’s the key point made in verse 17?
10. Verses 18-21 compare “life” under Christ to “death” under the Law.  After reading this passage, also read Romans 7:1-6 and comment.  (Bonus: Can you think of other New Testament passages that teach that not only was the Old Law dead—but that it was actually “death”?)


Lesson 4: Galatians Chapter 3
Please read ALL of Galatians 3, then answer the following:
Galatians 3:1-9
1. In verses 1-4, what are some of the (very direct!) questions the apostle asks?
2. Verse 5, who is the “He” described, and what key question does Paul ask about what He did?
3. In verses 6-10, Paul brings in Abraham—father of the Jews—and says that only those of the “faith”, or the New Testament, are Abraham’s sons.  How so?
Galatians 3:10-14
4. In verses 10-12, Paul now begins to introduce the Old Law with quotes from Deuteronomy 27:26, Habakkuk 2:4 and Leviticus 18:5.  What are Paul’s key points from the Old Testament and his contrasts with what is taught in the New Testament?
5. In verses 13-14, what does it mean that Christ “redeemed us”?  What blessing given to Abraham is being spoken of?  (Cite the verse in Genesis 12, please.)
Galatians 3:15-18
6. Paul adds new teachings in verses 15-18.  He speaks of contracts (“covenants”) which, once confirmed, cannot be annulled or added to.  He states that the promises were made not only to Abraham, but to Christ.  How so?
7. He next points out that the Law of Moses, given 430 years later, cannot and did not annul or add to this covenant made to Abraham “in Christ”.  Why is this an important point against the false teaching?
Galatians 3:19-25
8. In verses 19-20 we learn one of the key purposes of the Old Law.  What?
9. In verses 21-25, Paul gives a series of teachings about the purposes of the Old Law- to guard and to guide toward something coming later.  Describe his key points.
10. Justification literally means “to show something to be right or reasonable.”  What does it mean to be “justified by faith”?  Why do we no longer need a “tutor” or “schoolmaster”?
Galatians 3:26-29
11. In these verses, Paul calls all believers “sons of God” and says “for as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ”.  He then says that we are “all one in Christ Jesus”?  What are some of the deeper implications of these statements that would apply to all Christians—Jews and gentiles, citizens, bondservants and slaves?
12. He now says that the new believer is one of Abraham’s seed and an heir.  In legal terms, what does it mean to be an heir?  Thought question- how can natural born children lose their rights as heirs?


Lesson 5: Galatians Chapter 4
Real Galatians 4 and Isaiah 54:1-8 in their entirety before answering the following questions:
Galatians 4:1-7
1. In verses 1-3, Paul adds to the teachings of chapter 3 (“We are all sons of God in Christ Jesus" and “heirs according to the promise”) by discussing the oversight given to slaves and free-born children (who are heirs).  Describe that oversight.
2. Verses 4-5, we are taught some interesting facets of Jesus’s role (as a Son) in being sent to mankind and what we can receive as a result.  Select one or two points that interest you to discuss in class.
3. What does the phrase “Abba, Father” mean in verses 6-8?  Using the teachings of verses 1-3, what is the result to the believer?  Contrast that with the Jews under the Old Law.
Galatians 4:8-20
4. In verses 8-11, Paul speaks to them as gentiles- who had not known God before, pointing out that they had not served the true and living God.  What’s powerful about the question he then asks?
5. Paul speaks of “weak and beggarly elements” and Jewish observations of “days and months and seasons and years”.  What are some of those elements and days laid down in the Old Law?
6. Was Paul right to say he was “afraid” for them (verse 11)?  What did he mean by “afraid”?
7. In verses 12-16, Paul asks them to recall his own state when he taught them and his deep love for them.  How so?
8. Why would he ask, “Have I therefore (“in conclusion”) become your enemy because I tell you the truth?” (both then and now in this letter?)
9. In verses 17-18, he reminds them that while it’s nice to be courted (such as when a politician courts voters or couples courting each other), that not all courting of the world—nor this courting- is automatically good.  Why, according to Paul, are the Jewish false teachers courting them?
10. In verses 19-20, Paul pleads with them tenderly but firmly.  How so?


Galatians 4:21-31; Isaiah 54:1-8
11. In verses 21-24, Paul uses a great contrast: the first son of Abraham (Ishmael), born of a slave vs his second son (Isaac), his heir, who received the inheritance of his father.  What contrasts does Paul give between these two sons?
12. Paul notes that Hagar and her son’s descendants controlled Arabia (including Mt. Sinai), while the Jews inherited Palestine, including Jerusalem), which he calls “the mother of us all”.  How would that apply to all Christians?  (Guesses are allowed- these are discussion questions, after all!)
13. Paul quotes Isaiah 54:1, reads Isaiah 54:1-8 and describes what is being taught.  What?
14. In Galatians 4:28-31, Paul calls these gentile Galatians—and himself — “children of promise.”  He points out that Ishmael’s descendants- children of the flesh- continue to be enemies of the Jews.  But he then reminds them of what Abraham (who loved his first son deeply!) was commanded to do with both him and his mother.  How should that apply to their (and our!) attitude toward the Old Law?
Are we free?  We can be!  We will discuss that more next week in chapter 5.

15. 

Lesson 6: Galatians Chapter 5
Read Galatians 5 in its entirety, and then answer the following questions:
Galatians 5:1-6
1. In chapter 4, Paul taught them that they had been made heirs and that they were the sons of God.  He pointed out that as Isaac was the son of a free woman, and named Abraham’s heir by God, we are also free.  In verses 1-3, he commands them to “stand fast in the liberty by which Christ made us free” (from sin) and warns them not to be entangled with a “yoke of bondage.”  He says that if they “become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing.”  Why such strong words?
2. What does it mean that they would be “a debtor to keep the whole law” (verse 3)?  (Please remember this verse in particular!  In lesson 8 we will devote an entire class period to “Christians” today who believe that Jesus will return to earth, believing that the Jewish nation, the high priest, the sacrifices, etc. are going to re-occur in the future and that we Christians are to return to the Old Law.)
3. In verse 4, Paul confronts them with the sins that they have been led into.  What are they?
4. In verse 5, Paul again notes that the New Testament is a “hope of righteousness by faith.”  What does he mean by that statement?  Does it remind you of the Old Testament teaching about those “who wait on” or “who wait upon” the Lord?
5. What’s the power implied in verse 6?  How does faith work through love?
Galatians 5:7-15
6. What does Paul mean by verse 7?
7. He points out that “this persuasion” (false teaching) did not come from Christ, then points out that this “leaven” has the potential to poison the entire church.  In verse 10 he describes his confidence in them that they will see his points, but what does he say about the false teachers?
8. In verses 11-12, he reminds them that his not preaching circumcision (the Old Law) has produced much persecution in his life.  Had they seen that first-hand?  
9. He rather morbidly states that he wishes that those who were preaching that these gentiles be circumcised “would even cut (some translations say “mutilate”) themselves off!  Why such a strong statement?

10. In verses 13-15, he again reminds them that they answered the call of liberty (from sin).  What should they use that liberty for?
11. In verses 14-15, he amplifies this through what Old Testament teaching?  What warning does Paul give when they start to attack one another rather than love one another?
Galatians 5:16-22; Romans 6:12-14
12. In verses 16-18, he takes what he just taught about love and adds to it by telling them to “Walk in the Spirit”, pointing out that our flesh “lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh” and because of this, we “do not do the things that you wish”.  Read Romans 6:12-14 and describe how we do so.
13. Read verse 19.  Which items on this list would surprise some people of the world?  What are the implications of the apostle spelling things out like this?
14. Read verses 22-23.  What does Paul mean by “Against such there is no law.”?
15. Read verses 24-25.  How, in your opinion, must those who follow Christ crucify the flesh with its passions?  How do we walk in the Spirit?
16. Are conceit and envy serious enough to warrant being taught against?


Lesson 7: Galatians Chapter 6
Read Galatians 6, Matthew 18:15-17 and Philippians 2:5-6 in their entirety, and then answer the following:
Galatians 6:1-5
1. Chapter six now introduces whole new thoughts.  In verses 1-2, we are taught how to help those who are “overtaken in any trespass” (as we all can be, from time to time).  Read Matthew 18:15-17 in the context of this teaching in verses 1-2 and describe the entire process of dealing with a brother or sister who are overtaken in a trespass.
2. Read verses 3-5, and then read Philippians 2:5-6.  Discuss how, in your mind, these verses work well together.
Galatians 6:6-10
3. What does verse 6 mean?
4. Read verses 7-10.  What does it mean to “mock” someone?  How can we mock God?
5. It seems to me that these verses would parallel what James 2:18 says: “But someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have works.’  Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”  Also consider Ephesians 2:8-10 which explains that we were created “for good works”.  How can these passages here in Galatians on “sowing what you reap, and our not growing weary while doing good” parallel what’s being taught in James and Ephesians?
6. What does it mean to “Do good to all, especially those of the household of faith”?
Galatians 6:11-15
7. In Galatians 4:13, Paul speaks of a “physical infirmity” he had as he preached to them.  Many have speculated that because of Galatians 6:11 it was weak eyesight, but that’s only speculation.  It also could be that he is drawing attention to the epistle, or to important facts.  He also notes that they should notice that this is his own handwriting (again, perhaps confirming this is from him).  
In verses 12-13 he gives two reasons why some Jewish teachers were insisting that the Galatians keep the Old Law.  What were these two reasons?
8. In verses 14-15 he contrasts their desire with the cross and the crucifixion of Christ.  How so?
9. In verse 15 he states that being circumcised does not matter at all.   What happens to the new believer?
10. In Acts 16:1-5, Paul circumcised Timothy before he would let him accompany him on his missionary journey.  Yet in Galatians 2:3 Paul notes that Titus, who had accompanied Paul to Jerusalem earlier, was not circumcised. 
Before you view this as hypocrisy, here’s a passage that will help you: I Corinthians 9:19-23: “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law; to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I may be partaker of it with you.”
Comment on this passage, please, based on everything we know about Paul.
Galatians 6:16-18
11. What “rule” is Paul talking about in verse 16?
12. Explain verse 17.
13. How can the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us?
14. Finally, read Philippians 3:2-11, which neatly describes who Paul had been before becoming an apostle and why he counted all of these as “rubbish”.  What are your thoughts on this after having studied Galatians?
Next week: Some practical applications of the books of Galatians in false teaching today.



Lesson 8: Apply Galatians to Modern False Doctrine
Seeking to understand local and “protestant” thinking about the Old Law today
Many of the churches and preachers in northwest Florida consider themselves to be “Pentecostals” (although many prefer the term “Charismatics”.)   These churches teach that “the gift of the Holy Spirit” that is promised in Acts 2 are speaking in “tongues”, miracles, gifts of prophesy and other “gifts” that were given to first century believers by the laying on of the Apostles hands, and that they still apply today.  (This is not to say, however, that all of their members have depth of knowledge as to what is the official church doctrinal positions are.)  We should note that we read nowhere in scripture where those who had any of these gifts were able to pass gifts on to others—we only read about the apostles doing so. 
Most Pentecostals/Charismatics also believe in what they call the “rapture”- which, in their mind, includes the return of Jesus come back to finish what He started, and to rule for one thousand years over the nation of Israel.[footnoteRef:7]  Most believe that the Jewish high priest will be restored (ignoring that no Jew today can trace his heritage back to Aaron) and that all nations will flock to Jesus and the Jewish people for leadership.  (This belief is why President Harry Truman supported the establishment of the nation of Israel in 1948.) [7:  In addition to the scripture not teaching or supporting this belief, the Jewish leaders and the Jewish people both in Palestine and around the world consider this belief laughable- or in many cases, it deeply angers them.  For example, in March 2023 two members of the Knesset, the official assembly (congress) of the Jewish nation, introduced a law that actually outlawed the preaching of Jesus as the Christ—with a penalty of jail time for those who did so.  Does that sound like a nation that looks forward to Jesus ruling over them for a thousand years?
] 

They view future events from a prophetic perspective (in addition to scripture). “Prophetic” to them can mean God speaking directly to a person to complete an objective, and, in their minds, this does not necessarily need to be rational, predictable, or even a major communication.  This could include God speaking to them about a financial commitment, planting trees, political involvement, volunteering, helping in immigration, all night prayer vigils, fasting, raising specialized cattle, evangelism, etc.; the list can go on and on.
For example, some say they have heard God call them to personally help Jews return to the Holy Land. One of the better-known Christian organizations, Ebenezer Emergency Fund’s Operation Exodus, was started by a “prophetic vision” to Steve Lightle, a South African.  Bruce Balfour, a Canadian affiliated with the Pentecostal-based Maranatha Evangelistic Association believed he was called by God in dreams to plant trees in Lebanon.  Other of their beliefs include being “called to expedite God’s plan for the end”.  For example, Clyde Lott, a cattle rancher and an ordained National Pentecostal Assemblies of Jesus Christ Minister, had an epiphany from God to raise red heifers according to Old Testament command in Numbers 19:1-10.
Maoz Israel Ministries relates on their website a story about a 9 year old boy who believed God had called him to send his $10.00 of birthday money for Israel, so he sent it to the Jewish government (who gladly deposited it). This may not seem like much, but this is a grassroots event that Pentecostals are doing world-wide. Yechiel Eckstein has raised over a quarter of a BILLION dollars from roughly 400,000 Christian donors alone, all of which went into the Israeli treasury. The Pentacostals are seen as a veritable gold mine, for obvious reasons.
Of greater importance, the American people are much more attuned to the Jewish nation of Israel than they are the Muslim nations that Israel opposes.  The votes of both American Jews and American Pentecostals are heard loud and clear by American presidents, congressmen and senators.  It’s a huge voting bloc.
The call to pray for Israel is big with Pentecostals.  Robert Stearns, who grew up in an Assemblies of God Church, the world’s largest Pentecostal denomination[footnoteRef:8], helped organize the annual Day of Prayer for the Peace of Jerusalem, “instituted with the endorsement of hundreds of Christian leaders from around the world, representing tens of millions of Christians.”  [8:  The Assemblies of God far outnumber any other denominations in our area.  They consider themselves to be “Pentecostal” or “Charismatic”.
] 

The “mystic” side of Pentecostalism exists as a doctrine that transcends denominations and religious institutions— even parts of the Roman Catholic Church. It is also a physical entity as expressed in Churches like the Assemblies of God, the Churches of God and many, many other denominations. There are tens of thousands of independent Pentecostal Churches around the world with little or no denominational affiliation; their leaders include Jack Hayford, Jimmy Swaggart, T.D. Jakes, and Pat Robertson. 
Their teachings about the “rapture” and the thousand-year reign of Christ reaches into most other denominations today, including many Southern Baptist, Methodist and independent “non-denominational” churches. 
For example, Wayne Hilsden describes himself as a pastor and preacher who “travels the world sharing with the nations about the restoration of Israel.”  He was also in charge of Aliyah Ministries Network, a center for other Christian Zionist based Jewish immigration agencies and a board member for the Ebenezer Emergency Fund, whose aim is to help Jewish people (not Christian Jewish people) to emigrate to Israel.  
Questions for this lesson:
1. We’ve studied the book of Galatians and what it says about keeping the precepts of the Old Law.  List at few key points from this book that disputes keeping the Old Law today and disputes the restoration of the nation of Israel.
2. There are many other teachings in the New Testament (other than II Corinthians 5:21, below) that also refute this teaching.  Pick one or two of these passages and describe their key teaching.
3. II Corinthians 5:21 says the Old Law was “nailed to the cross”.  Read the passages before and after this verse and describe how you would use this verse to answer those who would seek to apply the Old Law today.
4. How would you answer the teaching of any return to Christ here on earth and a thousand-year reign?   You’re welcome to use any passages in the New Testament.
5. What arguments are made by Pentecostals about the restoration of the temple and the Aaronic priesthood as to how this will be accomplished?
6. I am sure there are at least one or two key points that Paul makes to the churches at Galatia that really resonated with you- maybe something you had missed earlier.  Please share with the class.

Lesson 9: Overview of Ephesus and the Ephesian Church

[image: Map of Macedonia, Greece, and Asia Minor]The word Ephesus means “desirable”, and in many ways Ephesus was a highly desirable place to live.  Ephesus was a center of travel and commerce, situated on the Aegean Sea on the Ionian coast at the mouth of the Cayster River.  It was one of the greatest seaports and cities of the ancient world.
To give us some idea as to how long it had been settled, ancient Ephesus was re-built 3000 years ago on the site of Apasa by Attic and Ionian Greek colonists. (Today the Mediterranean coast is now a few miles away from the site, sediment having filled the plain, the river and the harbor.)  During the Classical Greek era, it was one of twelve cities that were members of the Ionian League. The city came under the control of the Roman Republic in 129 BC.
In 88 BC Ephesus welcomed Archelaus, a general of Mithridates, king of Pontus, when he conquered “Asia” (the Roman name for western Asia Minor).  While in Ephesus, Mithridates ordered every Roman citizen in the province to be killed, which led to the Asiatic Vespers-- the slaughter of 80,000 Roman citizens in Asia (or any person who spoke with a Latin accent).  Many Romans had lived in Ephesus, and statues and monuments of Roman citizens in Ephesus were also destroyed. When the Ephesians saw how badly the people of Chios had been treated by Zenobius, a general of Mithridates, they refused entry to his army.  When Mithridates was defeated in the First Mithridatic War by the Roman consul Lucius Cornelius Sulla, Ephesus came back under Roman rule in 86 BC. Sulla imposed a huge indemnity, along with five years of back taxes, which left all Asian cities (including Ephesus) heavily in debt for a long time.
King Ptolemy XII Auletes of Egypt retired to Ephesus in 57 BC, passing his time in the sanctuary of the famous temple of Artemis (spoken of during the Ephesian silversmith “riots” in Acts) when the Roman Senate failed to restore him to his throne.  Mark Antony was welcomed by Ephesus for periods when he was proconsul and in 33 BC with Cleopatra when he gathered his fleet of 800 ships before the battle of Actium with Octavius (who defeated Mark Antony).  Clearly, Ephesus was a major city.
When Octavian, later known as “Augustus” became emperor in 27 BC, the most important change was when he made Ephesus the capital of proconsular Asia (which covered western Asia Minor) instead of Pergamum. Ephesus then entered an era of prosperity, becoming both the seat of the governor and a major center of commerce. According to Strabo, it was second in importance and size only to Rome.
Before the time of Christ, people could easily travel to the next town or virtually anywhere in the Mediterranean (Rome, Antioch, Palestine, Cyprus, Egypt, etc.) by ship.  This was done by going to the port and making a few inquiries then negotiating a fee with the captain to travel where needed as a passenger.  In the case of Ephesus, they could also travel one of three ancient roads:  one went east towards Babylon via Laodicea; another to the north via Smyrna; and a third south to the Meander Valley.  
The Ephesian Church
The New Testament traces the full history of the church in Ephesus from its founding in Acts 18 to facing the rebuke of Jesus in Revelation 2:1-7.  On Paul’s second missionary journey (A.D. 52), he visited Ephesus after leaving Corinth and evidently planted the church there (Acts 18:19).
On Paul’s third missionary journey (A.D. 54-56), Paul spent between two and three years teaching in the city (Acts 19:8-10). He spent his time addressing false doctrines and pagan practices. Paul’s teaching in the rented school of Tyrannus was so successful that those who practiced magic brought their books and burned them as an act of repentance (Acts 19:18-20). As the sale of silver idolatrous images began to fall off, the silversmiths caused an uproar (Acts 19:26-41). Shortly after this dust-up was settled (in Paul’s favor, the scripture records), Paul left for Macedonia. It was during this stay in Ephesus that he wrote 1 Corinthians.
Several months later (A.D. 57) Paul met with the Ephesian elders on the nearby island of Miletus and made his farewell address (Acts 20). Their mutual love is evident as these tenderhearted men weep over what God has done – and they know they will not see Paul again. As Luke records their conversation and prayer it is evident there is increasing maturity in the faith and great love between the apostle and these Godly men. The picture now is of a church that has reached spiritual maturity.
About a decade after the church had been started, Paul wrote the letter to the Ephesians commending their faith and love (A.D. 62).  They appeared to be devout in their faith, well organized, and busy in the gospel.  They had been growing, expanding and doing the will of God. Jews and Gentiles, from several ethnicities and nationalities, had come together to form “one new man” (2:15) and “one body” (2:16).  Paul commends their sincerity in the final sentence of his letter: “Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love” (Ephesians 6:24).
In Paul’s first epistle to Timothy we begin to see some evidence of doctrinal drift: “As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines, nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith” (1 Timothy 1:3-4).[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Amen!  Sounds just like today.  Speculation beyond the word of God clearly states is not only dangerous, it quickly can turn into a slippery slope.
] 

Tradition says that Ephesus became the home of the Apostle John, which may or may not be true.  John wrote three letters (1st, 2nd, and 3rd John), probably no later than the early A.D. 90s, and maybe from Ephesus.  
False teachers had arisen throughout the late first century (Greek Gnostics) who claimed to have deeper knowledge of the things of God. They would have also most likely had some influence in Ephesus.  The Gnostics claimed to have the “secret” to knowing Christ. In reality, they denied His bodily incarnation and His deity as well as many other heretical concepts.  In a nutshell they taught: “You can do whatever you want in the body, as long as your spirit remains pure.”  (Such drivel and “speculation” sounds like today, doesn’t it?)
It was probably during the reign of Domitian[footnoteRef:10] (81-96 A.D.) that John was banished to Patmos. He was released and died during the reign of Trajan according to Iraneus (an early church historian). During this period the Lord (thru John) addresses “the seven churches of Asia” in the Revelation.  His assessment of the Ephesian church (Revelation 2:1-7) compliments them on their good works but rebukes them for leaving their first love (Revelation 2:4). He commands immediate action – they need to repent, to remember their past excellence, and must go back to their first works. (Revelation 2:5). [10:  I would tend to agree that it was probably Domitian, who believed and stressed people should follow the old Roman religion; he and his government actively opposed any who would not submit to this religion.  Like many Romans, he was frustrated by early Christians, who would not pay homage to the Roman “deities”.  The Romans never demanded that Christians and Jews give up their belief in God—just that they move God behind, or at least equal to, their own.  This was complicated even more by emperor worship- a requirement, while paying taxes, to say that “Caesar is Lord”.
] 

The term “bondservant” will appear in this book.  If you need a refresher as to what that meant in first century Rome, go back to the top of page 2 for a quick review.


Lesson 9 (Ephesian Church) Questions:
Please read Acts 18:19, Acts 19:1-20:1:, and then answer the following questions:
1. Read Acts 18:18-21, Paul’s first missionary trip to the city.  Compare this to other cities where he evangelized.
Acts 19:1-10
2. Paul returns to Ephesus; what does he find, and what does he teach the Ephesians?
3. How could this potentially apply today to those we are teaching the gospel who might say “I was already baptized (immersed) for the right reasons”?
4. Paul goes into the synagogue and speaks boldly- for how long and to what result?
Acts 19:11-20
5. Why do you think the Holy Spirit caused these noteworthy miracles?
6. Describe what happened to the “itinerant Jewish exorcists”.
7. The combination of these things caused what to occur in Ephesus?
Acts 19:21-2:21 (The Ephesian Riot)
8. The scripture records that “there arose a great commotion about the Way” (which was obviously Satan’s doing).  What did their leader say he was learning not only about Paul, but about “the way”?
9. Describe one or two events of the ensuing “disturbance” that you find interesting.
10. Why would the disciples not allow Paul to defend themselves and the church?
11. The “Town Clerk” or “City Clerk” was the Chief Magistrate of Ephesus, and liaison between the Ephesian government and the Roman Provincial representatives.  List the points he made to those present before “he dismissed the assembly”.  What was his implied threat?


Acts 20:17-36
12. Briefly describe the meeting between Paul and the Ephesian elders.  
13. What were Paul’s warnings to these church leaders?
Some repeat notes from the lesson materials above: About a decade after the church had been started, Paul wrote the letter to the Ephesians commending their faith and love (A.D. 62).  They appeared to be devout in their faith, well organized, and busy in the gospel.  In Paul’s first epistle to Timothy we begin to see some evidence of doctrinal drift on the part of some: “As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus so that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines, nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith” (1 Timothy 1:3-4).
Tradition says that Ephesus became the home of the Apostle John.  Circumstances make it possible.  Late in the first century, the false teaching of Gnosticism arose throughout the church, which was taught against in the Epistles of John and the Revelation of Jesus Christ.
No matter where John was living as he penned the Revelation, that book addresses “the seven churches of Asia”.  Christ’s assessment of the Ephesian church is found in Revelation 2:1-7. Christ compliments them on their good works but rebukes them for leaving their first love (Revelation 2:4). He commands immediate action– they needed to repent, to remember their past excellence, and must go back to their first works.
Let’s enjoy as we consider the Epistle to the Ephesians.  It’s a wonderful book.


Lesson 10: Ephesians Chapter 1
Ephesians is roughly divided into two sections- chapters 1-3 and chapters 4-6.  Read Ephesians chapter one in its entirety (it will help for context!) and answer the following for discussion:
1. Read verses 3-6.  What does he mean by “every spiritual blessing”?  What are your thoughts as to what the “heavenly places in Christ” might be?  (Some translations call this “the heavenlies”.)  
2. What does he mean by “we were chosen” and “having predestined us to adoption”?  What false teaching has arisen from this teaching?  Consider other scriptures that would oppose this teaching.
3. Read verses 7 & 8.  Explain how his “wisdom and prudence” somehow redeemed us as described.
4. Read 9-11.  What “mystery” do you think was revealed to us?  Why do you suppose that God would have kept this a mystery?  What’s powerful about God gathering “all things in Christ, both of which are in heaven and on earth- in Him”?
5. Again, we’re taught about a predestined inheritance- which verse 12 describes how? Thoughts?
6. Read 13-14.  We trusted, and God sealed[footnoteRef:11] and guaranteed[footnoteRef:12] via the Holy Spirit.  That “seal” or guarantor is a legal term still in use today that Paul used as an example to give us a better understanding.  Try to draw the parallels between these legal terms we still use today and this teaching (guesses are allowed- this is a group discussion!) [11:  A “seal” refers to the highest level of signature we use on legal documents.  The next time you sign for a mortgage, car loan or any other major loan, look for the word “(Seal)” next to your signature.  You are stating, legally, that you have read everything carefully and that you are placing your strongest personal guarantee that you will live by the terms of what you have signed up for.  It’s an ancient legal term that carries great power when God would apply it.]  [12:  A “guarantor” of a loan is someone who “guarantees” the loan that someone else is making.  Should that person default on the loan, the guarantor will be personally responsible for repaying for the loan.  If the guarantor had property (such as real estate) that they were using as collateral, this collateral would be forfeited should the guarantor also default.  Consider this as you think about how Christ and the Holy Spirit have “guaranteed” you.
] 

7. Read 15-16.  What did Paul hear?  What had he, in turn, done for them?  Are there any lessons for us both as saints and as those who pray for churches and for the individuals in these churches?
8. Read 17-19.  The central thought of Paul’s prayer for them is found in these three verses.  Describe them and explain why every Christian needs to understand these things.
9. Read 20-21.  A slight shift in thought- Paul describes the “mighty power” that God demonstrated- a mighty power that clearly demonstrates much.  Just how much power and honor has/had God given Jesus?
10. List another passage that you think further describes the power or authority of Chris so that we may discuss these other passages together in class.
11. Read 22-23.  Explain, in modern English, what is meant by these two short verses.


Lesson 11: Ephesians Chapter 2
A study in spiritual life, grace, being brought near to God, peace, and spiritual citizenship.
Read Ephesians chapter two in its entirety (it will help for context!) and answer the following for discussion:
Ephesians 2:1-10 (Spiritual life vs death; Grace through Faith)
1. In verses 1-3, we are reminded that we have been brought back to life from either being spiritually dead or on the brink of spiritual death.  What are we reminded about regarding our previous selves?
2. What do you think it means that we were “fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and by nature [??] children of wrath, just as the others”?
3. Verses 4-7 describe what God does when we turn to Him and to Jesus.  What?
4. Verses 8-10 are often not fully understood, so also read James 2:18-22 for additional help in describing what’s being taught here.  Perhaps include your thoughts on how God views our works, and (according to scripture) what “works” would include.
Ephesians 2:11-13 (Brought near by the blood of Christ)
5. Think about this passage and what it must have meant to the two groups of gentile Thessalonians- those who had been visiting the synagogue and had been learning of the God of the Old Testament (yet would always be considered “outsiders” by the Jews) and a second group- the Ephesian gentiles who were converted without any (initial) exposure to the Old Testament.  Discuss how perhaps you think either or both groups of Gentiles would have viewed their new relationship with God.
Ephesians 2:14-18 (Peace?  How?  Between whom?)
6. It describes how Christ is our “peace”; what wall did He break, and what was the result?
7. Peace between whom? (Read carefully- this is deeper than the obvious.)
8. Jesus today preaches to those who are far off and those who are near.  How?


Ephesians 2:19-22 (Citizenship)
At the beginning of our study, and on page two, we discussed the following four BROAD social groups that made up people living in the empire, but the Romans, always looking for an advantage over others, divided these groups up into even more categories (see page two):
· Roman citizens, who made up a very small majority (6-8%), had rights that others did not have and did not have to pay taxes.  These were either free-born (Patrician or Plebian) or purchased their citizenship for themselves and their heirs for “a large sum of money” (Acts 22:28).  Most Roman citizens were merchants, farmers or workers.  Some were aristocratics, politicians or senior Roman soldiers.
· Freeborn were local citizens of multiple nations that Rome had conquered, who paid substantial taxes and had some rights.  They enjoyed “Pax Romana” (“Roman peace”) and were governed locally by Roman-appointed officials and protected by Rome.  They were not citizens.
· Bondservants were (for any number of reasons) “bound” to their master for a period of time, often against their will, and were one step above being a slave.  They made up a large segment of the population of the empire, and if they escaped were returned to their masters.
· Slaves, were taken in war (and the victors sold them as a part of their war booty), or because they had fallen deeply into debt and could not repay.  The most “famous” Christian slave was Onesimus of the book of Philemon.

9. What would it mean to the people who read this book to no longer be considered a foreigner and stranger but to be a “fellow citizen” in the gospel of Christ?
10. About four years ago in a Sunday morning series of studies we were challenged to decide about our citizenship as Americans and our citizenship in heaven.  Why the importance of that study?
11. Please describe a few other Old and New Testament passages about Jesus as the Chief Cornerstone.
12. “Jesus Christ Himself became the chief cornerstone, in which the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”   What do you think it means that we’re being built together for a dwelling place in God”?


Lesson 12: Ephesians Chapter 3
A study in the mystery in Christ from ages past, now revealed to mankind!
Read Ephesians 3 in its entirety (it will help for context!) and answer the following for discussion:
Ephesians 3:1-7 and Acts 15:14-18 (The mystery of the ages—Jesus Christ- finally revealed!)
1. Let’s first go back to Acts 15 and the realization that the gospel was not just for Jews (and Samaritans), but (beginning with Cornelius and his household) was given to the Gentiles as well.  Read Acts 15:14-18 (a quotation of Amos 9:11-12) and describe as to what level the Apostles realized that Gentile believers were now fully equal with Jewish believers and what that implied.
2.  Find and list at least one other Old Testament passage in which God says that in the future He would have a relationship with all of mankind, or a relationship with the Gentiles.
3. Paul considers himself a “dispenser” (other translations call him a “steward”) of the grace of God to be given THROUGH him to the Gentiles.  What is the role of any sort of a steward?
4. Verses 3-7 speak of Gentiles being fellow heirs (identical to what we earlier studied in Galatians 4:1-3); perhaps re-state your thoughts about verses 6-7 and how this would truly be “a mystery revealed” to both Jews and Gentiles.
5. Go back in your mind to Paul speaking before the Jewish mob in Acts 21:37-Acts 22:29. Do you recall at what point the Jews stopped listening to him, tore their clothes and threw dust in the air?  What are your thoughts on that?
Ephesians 3:8-13 (The purpose and teachings about the mystery of Christ)
6. In Ephesians 3:8-9, Paul says he was directed to “preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all see what is the followship of the mystery”.  Describe some of the “unsearchable riches” that His children enjoy.
7. The “fellowship in the mystery”, which was first hidden but is now revealed, means different things to different groups.  Can you think of any groups then and now where it would have been powerful to have had fellowship with other believers other than those “normally” associated with?
8. In 10-12 the “manifold” (or “many sided”) wisdom is taught to the world “by the church”- but to whom?  What do you think that may mean?
9. Why would knowing these things give us confidence and boldness?  
10. In 3:13, he asks them not to lose heart about what specifically?
Ephesians 3:14-20 (Our appreciation of the mystery of Christ)
11. Paul prays for what?  What does he point out about Christ?
12. How can we be rooted and grounded in love (3:17-20)?  How should that happen?
13. Verses 20-21 should give us the highest amount of spiritual confidence.  Why?  (there are lots of ways we could take this conversation)


Lesson 13: Ephesians Chapter 4
“From doctrine (chapters 1-3) to duty (Chapters 4-6); from principles to practice!”
Read Ephesians 4 in its entirely (it will help for context!) and answer the following for discussion:
Ephesians 4:1-6
1. “Therefore” means “now that you’ve considered what I just said”.  Why would Paul beseech them to walk worthy of their calling after the “therefore”?
2. Verses 2 and 3 are a complete thought and a command to members.  Can you think of some situations where this command would be particularly appropriate?
3. Why would you suppose that the apostle would remind us about these “ones” after commanding us to live together in peace?
Ephesians 4:7-16
4. In Jeremiah 29:11, God reminds them that He has “thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  We read in verse 7 that “to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift” and in verse 8, we are given a quote from the 68th Psalm.  What grace, what gifts, are being spoken of?
5. Clearly, the Psalmist is speaking of Christ’s ascent to heaven, and verses 9-10 are speaking of his descent to “the lower parts of the earth” (this will cause some discussion!) and his ascent to heaven after His death.  What do you think that it means that “He led captivity captive”?
6. What five groups are listed?  Which of these are still appropriate today, and why not the others?
7. In verses 12-15 he explains the purpose of these “appointments”.  Could you perhaps explain in your own words?
8. With so many different doctrinal points of view today among “Christians”, how can there be “unity of the faith” as described here?
9. Verses 15-16 note that Christ is the one that joins, that controls.  How?
Ephesians 4:17-24
10. Verses 17-19 paint a rather grim picture, one that we see all about us today.  How do we get this way?
a. We’re given a contrast- who we are now.  What is “the truth [that] is in Jesus”?
11. Let’s talk about the beauty and peace that comes from being “a new man”.
Ephesians 4:25-32
12. Can you think of examples of how we’re tempted to lie from time to time?
13. What’s the problem with anger?  Can you think of other applicable teachings?
14. Rather than steal, what?  And to what degree?
15. How about the words that come from our mouths?
16. What actions could we take that would grieve the Holy Spirit?  Please Him?




Lesson 14: Ephesians Chapter 5
Walk in love; walk in light; walk in wisdom; Wives & Husbands
Read Ephesians chapter 5 in its entirety and then answer the following questions:
Ephesians 5:1-7 (Walk in Love)
1. In verses 1-2, explain how to be “imitators of God as dear children”.
2. Verses 3-5 describes six sins.  List the sins, and let’s discuss how prevalent they are in our community.   (Perhaps pick one that most people would call “a small sin”.)
3. What do “empty words” have to do with this discussion, and what’s the further warning?
Ephesians 5:8-14 (Walk in Light)
4. Let’s turn our thought to that of the gospel and of Christ, being “light.”  When John’s father Zacharias prophesied in Luke 1:67-79, his prophesy included John’s role as “prophet of the Highest”.  Read verses 76-79 and share your thoughts about the Messiah giving “light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death” both to people of the first century—and today.
5. Comment upon Matthew 4:12-17.  Your teacher believes that the message of repentance by Jesus in verse 17 is directly related to this.  If so, how?
6. What did Jesus have to say about our being light in Matthew 5:14-16?  
7. Why must we “walk as children of light”?  What happens to others when we do not?
8. “Goodness, righteousness and truth”.   What are the results of these influence on the world?
9. How do we expose the unfruitful works of darkness?
10. The image of Christ awakening the spiritual dead is powerful.  How does this work in real life?
Ephesians 5:15-21 (Walk in Wisdom)
11. What mental image comes to mind when you read “walk circumspectly”?
12. How do we go about redeeming the time?  Can you think of any examples?
13. Rather than use alcohol, do what?  (Oh, and what is “dissipation”, anyway?)
14. Much can be gleaned from this passage about singing, but why do many (including your teacher) apply this passage to our worship?
15. Giving thanks to God.  Submitting to one another in the fear of God.  How?
Ephesians 5:22-33 (Wives and Husbands)
16. Why is it that teaching about the relationship between husbands and wives annoys some people and causes many to ignore it?  Is Paul, the man who said in I Corinthians 14:34-35 “let your women keep silent in the churches” a “woman hater” (as some today say)? Was he biased against women?
17. Why does the apostle compare Christ and the church to marriage?
18. Doesn’t it seem redundant for husbands to be commanded to love their wives?
19. “Love your own wife as your own body.”  “Let the wife see that she respects her husband.”  Why would God command what (to many) is merely an emotion?  A feeling?


Lesson 15: Ephesians Chapter 6
Children and parents; bondservants and masters; the whole armor of God
Read Ephesians 6 in its entirety and answer the following questions:
Ephesians 6:1-4
1. Verse 1 seems straight-forward enough (let’s discuss, of course).  Let’s also discuss the promise.
2. In Matthew 15:1-6, Jesus uses this passage to rebuke them for not providing financial help for aged parents.  Can you think of other ways that we neglect to honor our parents?
3. Verse 4 carries some powerful teaching.  Let’s discuss a few ways this could occur.
Ephesians 6:5-9
A first-century bondservant was someone who was bound.  They were not (quite) slaves, but they were not free to leave their master until their service was complete (see page 2).  In Romans 1:1, Paul calls himself “a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God.”  
4. In verses 5-8, bondservants were commanded to obey their masters- how and why?
5. Do you think this same teaching would apply to employees today?  If so, how?
6. In verse 9, masters were also given commands, including not to threaten their servants.  What, in practical terms, do you think this meant to the relationship?
7. Do you think that this same teaching would apply to employers today?  If so, how?
Ephesians 6:10-20
8. In verses 10-13, we are reminded about the “might” of God and commanded to put on all the available armor.  What does this teach about our fight against Satan and his followers?
9. What is, in your mind, “the evil day”?
10. List the defense “weapons” in our armor and describe their use.
11. Two offensive weapons are listed: the sword of the Spirit and prayer.  How do these work?
12. “Prayer and supplication” refer to two aspects of prayer.  “Prayer” refers to thanksgiving and praise, while “supplication” refers to what?
13. What were Paul’s prayer requests?
Ephesians 6:21-24
14. Why was Paul sending Tychicus with his letter?
15. Looking back on this book, what do you think was Paul’s relationship to each of them?


Lesson 16: Philippi and the Philippian Church

[image: Map of Macedonia, Greece, and Asia Minor]The first century city of Philippi was located in ancient Greece on the eastern border of the Roman province of Macedonia, about 10 miles inland from the coast, directly northwest of its nearest port city, Neapolis. A strategic area in ancient times, Philippi sat on a fertile plain through which passed the Via Egnatia (Egnatian Way), a trade highway that linked the Aegean and Adriatic Seas. Many travelers passed through Philippi on their way to Rome.
Philippi was known from its earliest days for its strategic location, its many gold mines and its springs of pure water.
Thasian (Greek) colonists established a settlement called “Crenides” (translated as “fountains” or “springs”) in Thrace in 360/359 BC near the head of the Aegean Sea at the foot of Mt. Orbelos, now called Mt. Lekani.  In 356 BC, King Philip II of Macedon (Alexander’s famous father) conquered the city and renamed it Philippi.
His reasons were simple enough: to take control of the gold mines and to establish an important military garrison set at this strategic passage.  The town controlled the route between Amphipolis and Neapolis, part of the great royal route which runs east-west across Macedonia (which the Romans reconstructed in the 2nd century BC as part of what they later called the “Via Egnatia”).  Philip II fortified the city and sent colonists to occupy it. Philip also had the marsh partially drained.
Philippi preserved its autonomy within the kingdom of Macedon and had its own political institutions (the Assembly of the Demos). The discovery of new gold mines near the city at Asyla contributed greatly to the wealth of Philip, who established a mint there. The city became fully integrated into the kingdom during the last years of the reign (221 to 179 BC). Phillip was assassinated by one of his bodyguards and his son Alexander founded an empire that was eventually succeeded by Rome.
When the Romans destroyed the Antigonid dynasty of Macedon in the Third Macedonian War (168 BC), they divided the kingdom into four separate states. Amphipolis (rather than Philippi) then became the capital of the eastern Macedonian state.  Almost nothing is known about the city in this period, but archeological remains include walls, the Greek theatre, the foundations of a house under the Roman forum and a little temple dedicated to an unknown hero cult. 
The city reappears in ancient historical records during the civil war (43–42 BC) that followed the assassination of Julius Caesar in 44 BC.  Caesar's heirs Mark Antony and Octavian (whom we spoke of regarding Ephesus) confronted the forces of Julius Caesars’ assassins Marcus Junius Brutus and Gaius Cassius Longinus at the Battle of Philippi on the plain to the west of the city during October in 42 BC. Antony and Octavian won this final battle against the partisans of the Republic. They released some of their veteran soldiers, probably from Legion XXVIII, to colonize Philippi, which was re-founded as Colonia Victrix Philippensium.  From 30 BC Octavian established his control of the Roman state, becoming Roman emperor beginning in 27 BC. He reorganized the colony and established more settlers there, veterans (possibly from the Praetorian Guard) and other Italians. The city was renamed Colonia Iulia Philippensis, and then Colonia Augusta Iulia Philippensis after January, 27 BC, when Octavian received the title “Augustus” from the Roman Senate.
Following this second renaming, and perhaps after the first, the territory around Philippi was divided into squares of land and distributed to the colonists.  The city kept its Macedonian walls, and its general plan was modified only partially by the construction of a forum a little to the east of the site of Greek agora. It was a "miniature Rome", under the municipal law of Rome, and governed by two military officers, the duumviri, who were appointed directly from Rome, similar to Roman colonies.
[image: ]The colony recognized its dependence on the mines that brought it its privileged position on the Via Egnatia. Many monuments uncovered by archaeologists evidence its great wealth – these are particularly imposing considering the relatively small size of the urban area.   The forum, laid out in two terraces on both sides of the main road, was constructed in several phases between the reigns of the Emperors Claudius (41–54 AD) and Antoninus Pius (138–161), and the theatre (originally built by Phillip) was enlarged and expanded to hold Roman games (right).
By the first century the city of Philippi had a diverse population of Thracians, Macedonians (Greeks), Romans and others from across the empire- but unlike most major Roman cities, no significant Jewish population nor synagogue.  Acts 16 records how the Holy Spirit sent Paul a vision by night: “A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us.’” (Acts 16:9)  Paul and his companions, which included Silas, Timothy and Luke, immediately sailed for Neapolis, the port city only about 8 miles from Philippi.  Paul is believed to have preached for the first time on European soil in Philippi around AD 50 or 51. 
Paul’s custom was to go to the synagogue whenever he first arrived in a new city, but in Philippi there was no synagogue, and he went to the river where he knew that Jews would be worshipping (Acts 16:13). They met Lydia, a Gentile who became the first Christian convert in Europe: “One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home.”
Acts 16 describes how a slave girl “possessed with spirit of divination” followed them for several days and cried out “These men are the servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.’’  After many days, Paul became annoyed.  He cast out the demon in a most public manner.  Her masters, now seeing their profitable slave was no longer profitable, dragged Paul and Silas to the authorities, who put them in jail, tore off their clothes and beat them with rods.  God sent an earthquake, and Paul taught and converted their jailer.  
The next morning, when the jailer said Paul and Silas could go, Paul said, “They have beaten us openly, uncondemned Romans, and have thrown us into prison.  And now do they put us out secretly?  No indeed!  Let them come themselves and get us out.”  (Acts 16:37)  Uh oh- these local magistrates had bound, beaten and jailed Roman citizens.  Paul and Silas could have gotten them in a great deal of trouble.  Instead, Paul knew that the church was now established, and that it was time to move on to Thessalonica- at least for now.
Paul visited the church at Philippi again on his third missionary journey, and the believers there gave generously to support Paul’s ministry (Philippians 4:15; 2 Corinthians 11:9) as well as the church in Jerusalem (2 Corinthians 8:1–5). While Paul was imprisoned in Rome, the church at Philippi sent Epaphroditus to minister to him. In return, Paul sent Timothy to the congregation at Philippi.  Theirs was a close relationship.
From the time it was established, the church at Philippi impresses me as being healthy, strong, and generous, becoming a model church that only experienced minor problems of disunity (Philippians 4:2–7).


Discussion Questions
Read Acts 16 in its entirety before answering the following discussion questions:
1. Why did Paul circumcise Timothy?  Hadn’t he told the Galatians that this was unnecessary? (You can reference I Corinthians 9:19-23).
2. What did they deliver to the cities?  Where was this found earlier in scripture?
3. Describe the role the Holy Spirit played/communicated after traveling thru Phrygia and Galatia.
4. Describe what they did when they went to Philippi.
5. Describe Lydia and what she begged Paul to do after she was baptized.
6. Describe why and how Paul and Silas were beaten and jailed.  Did you see anything new in this reading that you found interesting or that you missed in previous readings?
7. Discuss the salvation of the jailer- including what he did for them later that night.
8. Imagine the scene—the magistrates sent officers to the jailer saying, “Let those men go.”  What happens next?
9. The magistrates were afraid—they made some serious procedural errors.  Discuss what one or two of those errors may have been.
10. One can only imagine the irony of the realization of the magistrates about Paul and Silas.  First, these magistrates had jailed and beaten Roman citizens without trial and had not bothered to investigate the charges brought against these “strangers”; second, any investigation would confirm that neither Paul nor Silas had done any harm to the city or were troublemakers, but instead, had performed a noteworthy miracle (later, in Acts 19, Demitrius tries the same thing, starts a riot, and is called to task for it); third, that as these “troublemakers” were in jail after being beaten, they were praying and singing hymns; fourth, their God caused the previous night’s earthquake, freeing all the prisoners from their chains—but none chose to escape, causing even their jailer to accept their “new religion”.  Note any thoughts you may have about any of this.  Do you think that if the word of this had eventually spread in the city, what effect would that have on the new local church?


Lesson 17: Philippians Chapter 1
Read Philippians chapter one in its entirety and answer the following questions:
Paul thanked them for coming through when he needed help.  He also reminds them that only in Christ are real unity and joy possible.  With Christ as their model of ultimate humility & service, believers can enjoy purpose, have a positive attitude, have goals and labor with a purpose.  The date of the letter doesn’t matter, but it’s thought to be penned from Rome about 62 AD.
Philippians 1:1-2
1. Written by whom, and to whom?
Philippians 1:3-11
2. In verses 3-6, what specifically was Paul thankful for in his prayers?
3. How do you think they felt when he expressed his confidence in them?  Perhaps contrast that with statement(s) in other epistles.
4. In 7-8 he now says he has them “in his heart” and describes his deep longing for them.  How can we apply these opening verses (3-8) to our Christian walk today?
5. It is truly wonderful to think about how many people Paul was able to touch with his teaching, and then with those that he taught who in turn taught others (as in Colossae and Laodicea, the next book we will study).  Consider the prayers Paul made daily for the members, the elders and the deacons, as well as the prayers those that knew him—and those who only knew of him- made.  What lessons could we draw from considering this?
Philippians 1:12-18
6. In verses 12-14, Paul tells them that his imprisonment has furthered the cause of Christ.  How?
7. Verses 15-17, especially verse 15, can give us much to think about.  Putting Paul aside, what motivations have you observed in those who teach?
8. Verse 18 reminds me of Mark 9:38-41.  Read that passage before commenting upon verse 18.


Philippians 1:19-26 “To live is Christ, and to die is gain”
9. As Paul pens this epistle he awaits his first trial before Nero—which was his right as a Roman citizen.  He did not know what the outcome would be (he was acquitted), but verses 19-20 explain Paul’s line of thinking and the reasons that he believed that he would be freed.  What are they?
10. Verses 21-23 discuss a most mature outlook on his life to come.  Paul knew that God had plans for him and Paul trusted that God would do what?  
11. Verses 24-26 again speak of real confidence.  What were Paul’s plans (or perhaps I should say his “hopes”)?
Philippians 1:27-30
12. Verses 27-30 are one complete thought.  Briefly describe the thought (and we’ll dig in a little deeper in the next few questions).
13. Verses 27-28 speak of worthy conduct, standing fast, striving together, and not fearing their adversaries (and God’s adversary).  How do we, as Christians, and we, as a local church, do this?
14. Verses 29-30 remind us of the “honor” of suffering for the sake of Christ.  Also read Matthew 5:10-12 (in the sermon on the mount) and Acts 5:41-42 (the apostles were publicly beaten), and then comment on what Paul reminded us of in these verses in Philippians 1:29-30.
15. Let’s go back to Paul’s public beating (without trial) in Philippi.  What was his reaction then, and because of this reaction, what was the ultimate result for the local church?
  

Lesson 18: Philippians Chapter 2
“Let this mind be in you that was also in Christ Jesus”
Read Philippians chapter 2 in its entirety and answer the following questions:
Philippians 2:1-4
1. In verses 1-2, Paul asks a series of “ifs”: consolation (encouragement) in Christ; comfort of love; fellowship of the Spirit; affection and mercy.  He then asks (not commands) that they fulfill his joy by doing specifically what?
2. In spite of what others may say, it is not difficult to be unified.  List a few attitudes or actions you have observed that keep people from being unified.
3. What actions do we take to be unified as a local body?
4. Verses 3-4 are a buildup to the big reminder (the big teaching) that we’re about to read of in the next section.  What attitudes/actions are being commanded?  (These are not suggestions.)
Philippians 2:5-10 (Maybe we’re not supposed to have favorite passages, but this is your teacher’s favorite.)
5. Verses 5-6 start by describing Christ’s position and his attitude before coming to earth.  What is this attitude?
6. Verses 7-8 call Jesus a “bondservant”.  Based on what we’ve studied earlier, how is this appropriate?
7. What does it mean that he “came in the likeness of men”?
8. Describe the example of Jesus and what He allowed to happen to Him.
9. In verses 9-11, we read of the reward.  What was that reward?



10. Do you think that Jesus did what He did for the reward from God, or was there another motivation?
Philippians 2:12-18
11. Verses 12-13 reminds them that they had matured (he didn’t have to be present anymore) and were able to “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.”  Does “work out” mean “figure out” (as we would use the phrase today, or does it mean something else?
12. Back in Ephesians 4:11-16 we read where Christ had appointed people to serve in different roles, but also, they were commanded that these people were to edify the church “till we all come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:13).   How do we mature?  Grow stronger?  Stand in the stature of the fullness of Christ?

13. In Philippians 2:13-15 we are again reminded that God chooses to work in us and that by doing things without complaining and disputing we become blameless, harmless, and without fault.
14. As in Ephesians, we are taught in 14-16 that WE can shine as lights as Christ had taught during the Sermon on the Mount.  According to this, how?
15. In verses 17-18, what does Paul refer to and rejoice about- and command that they do as well?
Philippians 2:19-30
16. In verses 19-24, without going into detail, what does he say about Timothy?
17. Who was Epaphroditus, what was his relationship to Philippi, and what did Paul report?


Lesson 19: Philippians Chapter 3
Read Philippians 3 in its entirety, then answer the following questions:
Philippians 3:1-11
1. How do we “rejoice in the Lord”?  How can we be commanded to rejoice?  Isn’t rejoicing just an emotion?
2. I like the message of verse 1.  State this in more modern language.
3. Who is he speaking of in verse 2?
4. Ten or more years previously, Jewish Christians were teaching Gentiles to keep the law of Moses.  The problem was resolved in Acts 15, with letters going to every church.  When Paul speaks of “dogs”, “evil workers” and “the mutilation”, who do you think he is warning them about? Does it seem to you that this was a serious problem at Philippi?
5. Back in the Epistle to the Galatians (which was already in circulation among the churches, who would have most certainly kept a copy), Paul said that Christians today were “heirs according to the promise” (of Abraham).  According to Paul, who are the “circumcision” today?
6. Paul noted that if anyone should have confidence in the “flesh” (the Old Law), it would be him.  How so?
7. In verses 7-8, he contrasts his past life with what he now has.  How does he really feel about it?
8. According to verses 9-11, where does his righteousness come from?  What knowledge has he gained from this, and to what eventual end?
Philippians 3:12-16
9. Verses 12-14 are quoted often and for a good reason!  Can we see the challenges we face when we pat ourselves on the back instead of setting our faces toward the prize?
10. He says that this is a mature mindset and that those who don’t have it can have it.  What other two things should we do, and what does this mean?


Philippians 3:17-21
11. Paul invites them to follow his example. Can this be practical today?  (Perhaps discuss problems you have observed when people continue to follow those whose actions have shown to be in error.)
12. He tearfully speaks of those who walk as “the enemies of the cross of Christ”.  Who are some of those who do so today?
13. Verse 19 says they will have a sad ending.  What?
14. Verse 20 speaks of citizenship.  When do we first begin to enjoy the benefits of this citizenship?  For whom do we eagerly wait?
15. What will Christ do for His children some day?
16. I Corinthians 15:27 says, “For he has put all things under his feet.”  (Psalms 8:6).  Here we read (in verse 21) that “He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.”   Is this past tense or future?


Lesson 20: Philippians Chapter 4
Read Philippians chapter 4 in its entirety and answer the following questions:
Philippians 4:1
1. This verse actually belongs back in Philippians 3 from last week.  What’s the conclusion?
2. Why would Paul call them his “joy and crown”, and what does that say about them?
Philippians 4:2-6
3. What does he “implore” Euodia and Syntchche, and what does he urge the church to do to help them?
4. This is the first time in the Bible that the term “Book of Life” is found.  Where else is it found and what is it referring to?
5. “Rejoice”.  “Let your gentleness be made known to all men.”  “The Lord is at hand.”  This is coming from a man in prison, unsure if he would live or die.  Why would he command us to do these things?
6. Verses 6-7 can give us great comfort.  We pray- and when we do, what does God do for us?
Philippians 4:8-9
7. Your teacher finds himself going back to this passage in times of trouble, again and again.  Have you found this passage to be helpful?  How has it reminded you?
8. How does one go about “meditating” in a busy world?
9. Things that we learned, received, heard and saw. Can you think of one or two examples?
Philippians 4:10-20
10. In this section Paul speaks about how they provided both people (such as Epaphroditus) and financial help as he was distressed and in prison.
11. Paul had learned to be content, no matter what.  Practically speaking, how do we do that?

12. Verses 12-13 teach that Paul learned how to do these things.  Can we imagine the difficulty he faced in learning these lessons?
13. In verses 14-18 he tells of what they did to help him.  What did they do?
14. He speaks of not the gift itself but of the fruit that they received.  What was that fruit?
15. He noted that God would, in kind, provide for them.  What?
Philippians 4:21-23
16. Who sent their greetings through Paul to Philippi?
17. How does the grace of Jesus Christ be with believers and the local church?



Lesson 21: Introduction to Colossae & Laodicea; History of the Phrygian Peoples
[image: ]Edited notes on the region of Phrygia & its cities of Colossae & Laodicea from Wikipedia.com
Region of Phrygia:  Phrygia was an independent kingdom in the west central part of what is now western Turkey, centered on the Sangarios River. After its conquest, it became a region of the great empires of the time.  Stories of Greek mythology tell of several legendary Phrygian kings:
· Gordias, whose Gordian Knot was cut (!) by Alexander the Great in 333 BC (who chose not to try to untie it)
· Midas, who supposedly turned what he touched to gold
· Mygdon, who supposedly warred with the Amazons
According to Homer's Iliad, the Phrygians participated in the Trojan War as close allies of the Trojans, fighting against the Achaeans. Phrygian power reached its peak in the late 8th century BC under a very real king Midas, who dominated most of western and central Anatolia and rivaled Assyria and Urartu for power in eastern Anatolia. This later Midas was, however, also the last independent king of Phrygia before Cimmerians sacked the Phrygian capital, Gordium, around 695 BC.  Phrygia then became subject to Lydia, and then successively to Persia, then to Alexander and his Hellenistic successors, Pergamon, the Roman Empire and the Byzantine Empire.  Phrygians spoke their own language as well as Greek into the 6th century AD, and after the Turkish conquest of Byzantine Anatolia in the late Middle Ages, the name "Phrygia" passed out of usage.
[image: ]Most of Phrygia is an arid region quite unlike the forested lands to the north and west of it.  The climate is harsh with hot summers and cold winters. Olives will not easily grow, so the land was mostly used for livestock grazing, wool production, and barley production.  
Colossae had dwindled in importance by the time of early Christianity but was notable for its syncretism- mixing its ancient pagan beliefs with Jewish and Gnostic teachings to include an angel cult (addressed by Paul in Colossians 2:18).  The city was heavily damaged by an earthquake in 60 AD[footnoteRef:13] but remained a major city of the Roman providence of Phrygia.  It was totally destroyed in 1192/3 by the Muslims and most of its remaining population relocated to what is today called Honaz. [13:  They rebuilt the city without the support of Rome (wise move- Roman support always had strings attached, as the Jews had learned in 63 BC when Pompey “helped” the Jews—and then took over).  This is relatively early in Nero’s reign, and is at about the same time that Paul was shipwrecked at Malta, while enroute to Rome to stand on trial before Nero.
] 

The 5th-century BC geographer Herodotus first mentions Colossae by name and as a "great city in Phrygia", which accommodated the Persian king Xerxes I[footnoteRef:14] who was enroute to wage war against the Greeks– showing the city had reached a certain level of wealth and size by this time.  Xenophon refered to Colossae as "a populous city, wealthy and of considerable magnitude".  It was famous for its wool trade. Strabo notes that the city drew great revenue from the flocks, and that the wool of Colossae gave its name to “color colossinus”. [14:  This is the king of the Book of Esther called Ahasuerus, the Hebrew name given to Xerxes I.  As noted earlier, this campaign, which he lost, was conducted most likely between chapters one and two of the Book of Esther.
] 

 In 396 BC, Colossae was being ruled by the Persian Satrap Tissaphernes, who was assassinated by an agent of Cyrus the Younger[footnoteRef:15].  Think about how far Colossae was from Persia and you get an idea of Persian power. [15:  He had chosen the wrong side in a power struggle.  80 years earlier was the time of Esther.  It’s important to realize just how large the Persian empire had become before it fell at the hands of Alexander the Great on October 31, 331 BC.
] 

Although during the Hellenistic period (think Phillip of Macedon and his son Alexander) Colossae was still of some importance, by the 1st century it had dwindled greatly in size and significance.  It was now a large town or small city, and like most of Phrygia, was known for being tolerant to a wide range of beliefs[footnoteRef:16].  After the epistle was written, Colossae was later known for many practicing a fusion of religious influences (syncretism), which included Jewish, Gnostic, and pagan influences that were an angel-cult.  This cult included veneration of the archangel Michael, who is said to have caused a curative spring to gush from a fissure in the earth[footnoteRef:17].   [16:  As noted in a previous footnote, the Romans were mostly tolerant—provided that those they ruled acknowledged that Caesar was deity, and that his deity was greater than all other local religions- including Christianity and Judaism.
]  [17:  According to Brill’s Encyclopedia of the Ancient World, page 579.  The worship of angels was similar to a previous cult that worshipped Zeus and local gods.  Theodoret of Cyrrhus told about this cult surviving in Phrygia into the 4th century.
] 

Laodicea on the Lycus was an ancient city in Asia Minor, now western Turkey, on the river Lycus, also in Phrygia. It in the Hellenistic regions of Caria and Lydia and is situated near the modern city of Denizli.    Laodicea is situated on the long spur of a hill between the narrow valleys of the small rivers Asopus and Caprus, which discharge their waters into the Lycus.  It lay on a major trade route and in its neighborhood were many important ancient cities; it was 10 miles west of Colossae and 99 miles east of Ephesus.  The town was originally called Diospolis, "City of Zeus", and afterwards Rhodas. 
Laodicea was founded on the site of the older town by Antiochus II Theos, king of the Seleucid Empire, in 261-253 BC in honor of his wife Laodice; it soon became quite wealthy. In 220 BC, Achaeus declared himself king of the region but was defeated by Antiochus the Great[footnoteRef:18] in 213 BC.  Antiochus transported 2,000 Jewish families to Phrygia from Babylonia[footnoteRef:19].  Many of Laodicea's inhabitants were Jews from this time, and Cicero records that Flaccus later confiscated the considerable sum of 20 pounds[footnoteRef:20] of gold which was being sent by the Jews of the city annually to Jerusalem for the Temple.  [18:  Antiochus III, a Seleucid Empire King who ruled from 222-187 BC.  The Seleucid Empire was one of the Greek sub-empires that arose, as Daniel had prophesied, after the death of Alexander the Great.  The Hellenistic (Greek) world eventually settled into four stable power blocks: the Ptolemaic Kingdom of Egypt, the Seleucid Empire in the east, the Kingdom of Pergamon, and Macedon.
]  [19:  This is an important point.  Many people  think that Jewish transportation only occurred at the fall of Jerusalem.  One can only imagine the disruption and difficulty this would have created.
]  [20:  As of April 2023, one once of gold is trading at over $2000; they were sending $640,000 in 2023 dollars.
] 

After the Battle of Magnesia in 188 BC when the Romans defeated the Seleucids, the Treaty of Apamea was signed which gave control of the whole of western Asia Minor to the Kingdom of Pergamon. With the death of its last king, its territory was ceded to Rome in 133 BC, and it received from Rome the title of free city. It suffered greatly during the Mithridatic Wars but quickly recovered under the dominion of Rome. Towards the end of the Roman Republic and under the first emperors, Laodicea benefitted from its advantageous position on a trade route and became one of the most important and flourishing commercial cities of Asia Minor (greatly surpassing Colossae in size), in which large money transactions and an extensive trade in black wool[footnoteRef:21] were carried out.  Strabo (64 BC - 24 AD) attributes the celebrity of the city to the fertility of the soil and the wealth of some of its inhabitants, among whom may have been Hiero of Laodicea, who adorned the city with many beautiful buildings and bequeathed to it more than 2000 talents at his death. [21:  Take note of the black wool. In Revelation 3:18, Jesus warns the lukewarm church at Laodicea to buy from Him “white garments”.  
] 

The wealth of its inhabitants engendered a taste for the arts of the Greeks, as is manifest from its ruins, and that it contributed to the advancement of science and literature is attested by the existence of a great medical school that was particularly famous for its eye powder.  Its wealthy citizens embellished Laodicea with beautiful monuments.  As a status of its wealth, the city minted its own coins[footnoteRef:22], the inscriptions of which show the worship of Zeus, Apollo, and Roman emperors. [22:  Any ancient city that could mint its own coins was certainly very wealthy.
] 

Like Collossae, the area often suffered from earthquakes, especially from the great shock that occurred in the reign of Nero (60 AD) in which the town was virtually destroyed. But the inhabitants declined imperial assistance to rebuild the city (a very wise move) and restored it from their own wealth.
The city was eventually destroyed during the invasions of the Turks and Mongols, who took everything of value and sold many of its inhabitants into slavery.
Colossae and Laodicea in the New Testament
The Apostle Paul and his associates (most of whom are unnamed) spent two years planting a church in Ephesus, and in Acts 19:10 we learn that, radiating from that center, “all the residents of Asia, both Jews and Greeks, heard the word of the Lord.” Whether Paul himself fanned out in missionary activity throughout the province or whether his associates or some of the new converts did so, a church was planted in Colossae and at Laodicea. It is likely that Epaphras founded the Colossian church (Colossians 1:7), and from 1:21 we assume that the church was composed mainly of Gentiles, in spite of a large (and wealthy) Jewish population.
Philemon (the slave holder of Onesimus, who was front and center of the book of Philemon) was a citizen of Colossae and an apparent wealthy and noteworthy member in that church. 
In the letter to the Colossians, we are told how slaves (or for that matter, any servant, or employee) are to do their work for their masters and how masters are to treat their slaves and servants. The short personal letter to Philemon extends our understanding of Paul’s command given in Colossians 4:1.
The letters to the Colossians and to Philemon are believed to have been written by Paul from prison somewhere around 62 AD. Nero was the emperor and Paul had yet to stand before him for the first time (during which he was acquitted).  Later, of course, Paul was brought back before Nero, and was executed.
Christ had some strong words to say to the Laodiceans (the close neighbors of the Colossians) in Revelation chapter 3.  By the time of the writing, Christ called them “lukewarm”.  He commanded them to get serious about their faith, and to buy from him spiritual gold (a reference to their physical riches) and white garments (a reference to their local black wool).  He also commanded them to buy from Him eye salve—which is a direct reference to a Phrygian eye salve powder mentioned by Galen, from the local medical community. 


Questions about the Churches in Laodicea and Colossae
Read the previous three pages as well as Revelation 3:14-22 and answer the following questions:
1. These cities were in the ancient region of Phrygia, in what is today ancient Turkey.  How would these people have been different than those in Ephesus and those east of them in Galatia?  
2. How would these language differences cause challenges in the growth of the early church?
3. Who were some of the noteworthy ancient kings and visitors to Phrygia in the distant past?
4. Describe a few things from Colossae’s ancient past that you found particularly interesting.
5. What was the source of Colossae’s trade?  What was its reputation where “religious tolerance” was concerned, and can you see where that could cause a problem for the early church?
6. Let’s turn to Colossae’s larger neighbor, Laodicea.  What strikes you about how this city differs from its neighbor?
7. What do we know about the Jewish population of Laodicea and the wealth of the city?
8. What was the relationship between Rome and Laodicea?
9. Laodicea was known for its appreciation of the arts as well as its medical school(s).  What does this tell you about the city?
10. Why, do you suppose, did Laodicea turn down Roman offer of help when severely damaged by an earthquake?  What does that tell you about the city?
11. Turn to Revelation 3:14-22.  What would cause a church and its members to be lukewarm?  What would cause a church and its members to claim to be rich?  
12. Explain Christ’s admonition about their buying gold from Him and in buying eye salve from Him; what’s implied by this?

Lesson 22: Colossians Chapter 1
The letter to the Ephesians focuses on the church (the “body”) while this book focuses on our Head- Christ Jesus.  The first two chapters are doctrinal while the second two are practical.   The overall message is that “Christ is preeminent- first in EVERYTHING- and our lives should reflect that priority.”  Paul writes the book to the church at Colossae (probably about 62 AD, while awaiting his first trial before Nero) and directs that it also be read in nearby Laodicea.   This would make these churches probably about 10-11 years old.
Read Colossians 1 in its entirety and then answer the following questions:
Colossians 1:1-2
1. Why do you suppose that Paul says the letter is from both he and Timothy? 
2. I don’t believe his salutation in verse 2 is a stock phrase.  Why “grace”, and why “peace”?
Colossians 1:3-8
3. In verses 3-4, Paul says he had heard of their faith and love.  Why would an apostle who had never visited this church and probably knew most of its members second hand pray for them?
4. In verses 4-6 he speaks of the “hope which is laid up for you in heaven” the “truth of the gospel” and the “fruit” that these things are bringing forth.  In practical terms, how does this happen to people as they grow in the faith?
5. Epaphras had both taught and reported what?
Colossians 1:9-18 “He is Preeminent- in everything!”
6. In verses 9-11, what does Paul report he is praying for specifically on their behalf?
7. How specific does God want us to be in our prayers?  Support your answer with scripture.
8. Explain verse 12, which uses some interesting language.
9. Verses 13-14 speak of how God delivered us from Satan and delivered us to Christ.  Perhaps explain the thought and how Paul reports that it was accomplished.
10. Verse 15 says two powerful things about Christ.  What?
11. Verses 16-18 make powerful statements about who Jesus is and was.  List some.
12. Find at least one other New Testament passage that teaches this same lesson.
Colossians 1:19-23 “Reconciled to Christ”
13. Verses 19-20 reinforce God’s appointment of Christ.  What do you think it means “that in Him all the fullness should dwell”?
14. Verse 20 speaks of reconciliation; between who?
15. Verses 21-23 speak of how we are reconciled; what does it mean to you to be presented “holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight”?
16. What’s the reminder/warning of verse 23?
Colossians 1:24-29 “The mystery now revealed”
Verses 24 is a bit of a puzzle to your teacher.  In context he “rejoices in his sufferings for them.”  Is he referring to his imprisonment in Rome because he brought the gospel to Asia?  Or is he saying, “I rejoice (in my sufferings) for you”?  Perhaps the latter.  When he says he “fill[s] up in my flesh what is lacking in he afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body” (the church), is he focused on “what is lacking in the (his) afflictions” because of his work for Christ?  Some believe the “lack” is that he currently isn’t suffering the sort of affliction he suffered on his missionary journeys but that he plans for it to occur again.  Does it matter in light of this teaching?  No.  The central message is that he rejoices for them!
17. In verses 25-26 he notes that he was given stewardship from God- to do what?
18. We have studied this mystery in earlier books.  What does he call it here?
19. Verses 28-29 remind me of the opening words of Christ as he began his ministry: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Paul, like Christ, marries that warning to what?
20. To what end does Paul labor, and how?


Lesson 23: Colossians Chapter 2
Read Colossians chapter 2 in its entirety and answer the following questions:
Colossians 2:1-10 “Ignore Greek philosophy and empty words.  Look to Christ!”
1. In verses 1-2, Paul speaks of “conflict”.  What kind of conflict?
2. Paul speaks of those who he has never met.  What does he want for them?
3. In verse 3 he speaks of treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  How do we receive this?
4. In verses 4-5 he speaks of the Greek influence—philosophy, which he calls “empty words”.  How can these teachings deceive us today, and what do we do about it?
5. In verses 6-7 he reminds them to walk in the same teachings of Jesus Christ they received, and like a well-watered tree to be rooted and “established” in the faith.  Do any other books we’ve studied come to mind here?  Why should we do so with thanksgiving?  How does that help us?
6. In verses 8-10 he teaches that these philosophies cheat people, and again, he speaks of this doctrine deceiving people.  What are they according to?  How does that contrast with Christ?
Colossians 2:11-23 “Ignore Jewish legalism and the Old Law.  Look to Christ!”
7. Paul switches gears, speaking of those who continue to try to spread the doctrine of keeping the Old Law.  In verse 11 he speaks (as he did in Philippians) that to follow Christ is a new circumcision, and he explains what that new circumcision is in verse 12.  What?
8. I Peter 3:21-22 speaks of the role of immersion.  What does he call it in this passage?
9. With this passage in mind, Paul says in verse 12 that this new circumcision causes us to be raised with Him from the dead.  Explain what he means.
10. Verses 13-14 speak of our death, our life and how Christ completely “wiped out the handwriting of requirements” (think about the ten commandments, written by God, and the hundreds of teachings that accompanied it).  How did he wipe it out?

11. Verse 15 speaks of Christ disarming principalities and powers.  Satan?  Governmental leaders?
12. Verses 16-19 speak of “food and drink” (what Jews even today call “kosher”) as well as festivals, new moons (the Jewish calendar and sabbaths).  What were these false teachers actually doing?
13. It is believed by scholars that angel worship (including worship of Michael the Archangel, who supposedly foretold that a spring was to appear out of the ground in Colossae) was active in this area in the first through fourth centuries.  Paul’s warning?
14. Verse 19 speaks of a body (of Christ) that was nourished and knit together.  How does this work?
15. Verses 20-22 discusses those who would impose strict regulations.  What does Paul ultimately say about them in verse 23?  Explain this in modern terms.



Lesson 24: Colossians Chapter 3
Read Lesson 3 in its entirety and then answer the following questions:
Colossians 3:1-11 “Remove carnality from your life.  Remember who you are now.”
1. In verses 1-2, he reminds them to do what?  How would we go about doing this today?  (Hint: review Philippians 4:8-9)
2. In verses 3-4 he again speaks of how we die(in baptism); what happens to us later?
3. In verses 5-7, Paul reminds them to avoid five sins that the Gentile world faced daily.  List them and discuss how this teaching applies today.
4. He warns that the wrath of God is coming.  How and when?
5. In verses 8-9 he lists more sins they are to remove from their lives.  Let’s briefly discuss these.
6. In verses 9-10 he contrasts the old man with the new.  How so?
7. In verse 11 he speaks of the kingdom of God, where equality reigns.  How?
Colossians 3:12-17  
8. He’s said what to do away with.  Now we’re reminded of our new selves.  Verses 12-13 speak of both attributes and new ways to treat one another.  What do these attributes ultimately teach us?
9. Verses 14-15 teach us three things that once learned, can transform us.  What?
10. Verse 16 teaches what singing can do for each other.  What?
11. Explain verse 17 in your own words.
Colossians 3:18-25 “Living and growing together”
12. Wives, do what?
13. Husbands, do what?
14. Children, do what?
15. Fathers, do not do what?
16. Bondservants, do what?
17. Verses 23-25 speak to all.  What are we all do to, and why?



Lesson 25: Colossians Chapter 4; Philemon
Read Colossians Chapter 4 in its entirety and answer the following questions:
Colossians 4:1 (Carry over from chapter 3)
1. Why should masters be “just and fair”?  What do you see as the application today?
Colossians 4:2-6
2. Read verses 2-4.  Let’s speak again about prayer.  Paul had previously told them what about his prayers for them and his requests for their prayers.  What had he said, and where?
3. Verses 5-6 are commands towards Christian maturity.  Explain in practical terms what is being taught.
Colossians 4:7-15
4. What do we already know about Tychicus from Acts 4 and other passages?  What can we infer?
5. Who was Onesimus, and what does Paul call him?
6. Where else do we read about Aristarchus, whom Paul calls his “fellow prisoner”?
7. Who was Mark, the cousin of Barnabas?
8. Epaphras is mentioned in Colossians 1:7 and Philemon 23.  Paul calls him a “bondservant of Christ”.  (How is that a compliment?)  What was he praying on their behalf?  Describe his zeal.
9. Who was Luke?   What is eventually said about Demas?
Colossians 4:16-18
10. What were they to do with the letter?   It’s now 61 or 62 AD.  Are there epistles being circulated and copied?  (It is thought that the first gospel account was written by John Mark about four to six years from the date of this book.)  What effect would that have on the early saints?
11. What did they say to Archippus, and what does Paul call him elsewhere in scripture?

Philemon
Philemon, one of the members in the church at Colossae, was the wealthy master (owner) of a runaway slave named Onesimus.  After running away, Onesimus was converted to Christianity.  Paul is sending him back—with a letter to his master.  This letter is now a part of the New Testament (the book of Philemon), delivered to Philemon by this same Onesimus—who was voluntarily returning to slavery.
12. Read the short book of Philemon.  Paul was never one to mince words when he observed or heard that others were in sin, nor was he given to flattery, but he has some nice things to say to and about Philemon.  List a few things he said.
13. In verses 8-11, Paul appeals to Philemon and says some powerful things about Onesimus.  Name a few things that Paul said about this newly converted slave.
14. Explain what Paul says in verses 12-14, perhaps in your own words.
15. What does Paul call Onesimus in verses 15-16?
16. What request does Paul make of Philemon in verses 17-20?
17. What does Paul remind Philemon of?  Do we get any other indication of a close relationship?
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