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Lesson 8 Handout: Miracles to Prove Gospel Message 
 

Acts 9:32-43 

 

Lesson 8 Answers: 

1. Peter is on a missionary journey; what village does he visit first? What happens there? 
Lydda is visited first. Peter heals a man named Aeneas from an eight year paralysis. 

 
2. Does the scripture indicate that Peter went looking for someone to heal? If so, why? 

Peter went looking for someone to heal because that is a dramatic display of power 
Peter credited to Jesus Christ of Nazareth. This is a wonderful opportunity to preach 
the good news to the observing crowds. 

 
3. Was it common in the first century for those paralyzed for eight years to be healed 

instantly? 
No, of course not. 
 

4. Upon whose name did Peter call for healing Aeneas? Why? 
“Jesus Christ heals you.”Peter properly gave Jesus Christ the credit for healing him 
although Peter did some of the work. 

 
5. What is the character of Dorcas (Greek name) or Tabitha (Hebrew name)? 

Dorcas was always doing good and helping the poor. 
 

6. Why would the disciples in Joppa (Jaffa) think that Peter would or could raise the dead? 
The ability of the Apostles to heal in the name of Jesus Christ had spread over large 
geographical areas; they assumed this power could be extended to those who had 
recently died. 

 
7. What process that Peter use in raising Dorcas from the dead? 

Verse 40 says that Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his 
knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.”  

 
8. Did Peter have special powers given to him as an apostle? Prove it with scripture. 

Peter had special powers given to him as an apostle. This can be shown in: 

 Matthew 10:1 

 Mark 3:15 

 Mark 6:7 

 Mark 16:7 

 Luke 9:1-2 

 Luke 10:9 
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 Luke 10:17 

 Acts 2:4 

 Acts 2:43 

 Acts 5:12-16 
 

9. What was the purpose for raising Dorcas? 
Raising Dorcas greatly encouraged the brethren and convinced many others to 
become disciples of Christ. 

 
10. Use Philippians 4:13 as a basis: Can we raise the righteous from the dead? Why or why 

not? 
I do not have the special power given to the apostles to raise the dead. They needed 
this power to prove Jesus is the Messiah since they had only the Old Testament 
scriptures upon which to draw. These special powers are no longer needed since the 
accounts of the apostles and their letters are codified in the New Testament. 
 

11. Peter stays with whom in Joppa? 
Peter is staying with Simon the tanner in Joppa. 
 

12. Is Peter being prepared by God for something special? 
Yes. And Peter does not yet know that. 
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Cameo 8 

Lydda 
• Ono and Lod (Lydda) and the towns thereof are said to have been built by Shemed, a 

Benjamite (1 Chronicles 8:12).  

• The town lay in the Shephelah, low hills between the mountains of Judea and the coastal 

plains. It was named "the valley of craftsmen" (Nehemiah 11:35).  

• The town stood on the great caravan road between Babylon and Egypt, near its 

intersection with that from Joppa to Jerusalem and the East. Its position on these great 

arteries of commerce meant trade for the inhabitants. 

•  "The manufacture and repair of such requisites for the journey as sacks, saddles and 

strappings would create the skilled labor in cloth, leather, wood and metal that made the 

neighborhood once the valley of craftsmen.“  

 

Plain of Sharon 

• Sharon is a Biblical region, though it is only mentioned seven times in Scripture: I 

Chronicles 5:16; 27:29; Song 2:1; Isaiah 33:9; 35:2; 65:10; Acts 9:35. Rabbinic 

literature refers to it more frequently. 

• First, Sharon, the central region of the coastal plain, begins at the Yarkon River in the Tel 

Aviv-Jaffa area in the South to Mount Carmel in the North. Its dimensions are 90 

kilometres (56 miles) by 15 kilometres (9.3 miles). Sharon is framed by Tel Aviv (south), 

the Samarian hills (east), Carmel (north), and the Mediterranean (west). 

• For the ancient world, Sharon’s value came from being a key section of the Via Maris 

(called in Isaiah 9:1 the ‘way of the sea’) or the international highway that linked 

Egypt/Africa with Mesopotamia and Eurasia. The same highway that brought trading 

caravans also made way for conquering armies. As such, the Via Maris was mentioned in 

Egyptian inscriptions by King Thutmose III (15th century BC). Joshua conquered 

Sharon’s kings (Joshua 12:8). Napoleon (1799) and General Edmund Allenby (1917-18) 

also invaded Palestine via Sharon. 

• The pasture lands of Sharon were allotted to the tribe of Gad (1 Chronicles 5:16). The 

plain seems to be mentioned in the account of the healing of Aeneas by Peter at Lydda 

(the area of modern Lod). Word spread quickly to the residents of Lydda and Sharon.  

Flowers  
Song of Solomon 2:1-2, 16 

I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys. 

As the lily among thorns, so is my love among the daughters. 

My beloved is mine, and I am his: he feedeth among the lilies.  
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Joppa (Jaffa) 
 Joppa’s name first appeared on the pages of history when the Egyptian Pharaoh 

Thutmose III captured it in the fifteenth-century BC. Joppa is now located in a small part 
of the city Tel Aviv.  

 The land of Israel sat in a strategic position as the only intercontinental land bridge 
between the superpowers of the ancient world. The strategic International Highway—
sometimes called the Great Trunk Road or the Via Maris (“Way of the Sea”)—ran the full 
length of the land. 

 Prior to the construction of Caesarea in 22 BC, Joppa served as Israel’s primary port for 
centuries. 

 When King Solomon constructed his temple, he floated cedars of Lebanon south along 
the coast to Joppa. From there the timbers made their way up to Jerusalem (2 
Chronicles 2:16). 

 When the returning exiles rebuilt the temple, they too brought cedars up from Joppa to 
Jerusalem in the same manner (Ezra 3:7). 

 Jonah fled to Joppa to find a ship to run away from God.  

 Jaffa is one of the oldest functioning harbors in the world. Today, it harbors only small 
fishing boats. This was the port to which Jonah came when fleeing from the Lord to 
Tarshish (Jonah 1:3). For the construction of Solomon’s Temple, cedars were floated 
from Phoenicia to Joppa and then transported to Jerusalem (2 Chr 2:16). Jaffa was the 
main port of entry during the Turkish period and pilgrims and visitors would enter the 
Holy Land here.  
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The Roman Economy 
Caleb Strom 
 
July 23, 2020 
 
The Roman Empire is ironically known for both its greatness and its weaknesses. The Roman 
economy is no exception. The Roman economy represents an ancient economy that was large 
and powerful enough to create an empire that spanned the Mediterranean and lasted several 
centuries. The Roman economy is also known for its deficiencies which eventually led to the 
decline and fall of the Roman Empire. 

Origins of the Roman Economy 
The city of Rome emerged sometime between the 8th and 9 th century BC from a collection of 
farming communities that had established fortifications near the Tiber River . According to 
legend, Rome was founded in 753 BC. The city was ruled by kings until 509 BC when the last 
king was overthrown. After this, Rome became a republic and remained one until 31 BC, after 
which Augustus Caesar made Rome into a monarchy in 27 BC. This was the beginning of the 
Roman Empire. 
 
During the early Republican period, the Roman economy was largely based on agriculture. The 
backbone of this agrarian economy was made up of small-scale farmers. They would raise crops 
and sell them in the city. These farmers were not only responsible for providing food for the city 
of Rome, but also for its protection. By the Republican era, Rome had adopted the Greek hoplite 
style of military organization. The city was defended by a volunteer militia made up of Roman 
citizen landowners. Roman farmers would till the land in peace time and take up whatever 
weapons and armor they could afford to fight for the Republic in war time. 
 
Over time, as Rome began to fight longer and more expensive wars, it became less practical for 
soldiers to have to constantly come back from war and till their fields. Roman agriculture 
became increasingly large scale, until most agricultural production was performed by large 
estates owned by the very wealthy Roman elite which were worked by slaves. As the Roman 
Empire grew, the Roman economy also developed significant trade and manufacturing sectors. 
The Roman economy was complex for the ancient world, containing many aspects of a modern 
market economy. Nonetheless, the Roman economy was still simple and agrarian by modern 
standards. 

Roman Dependence on Trade and Imperial Supply Chains 
Agriculture remained central to the Roman economy throughout its history. The primary 
agricultural products in the Roman Empire included grain, olives, and grapes. The olives for olive 
oil, the grapes for wine, and the grain for bread were all important for the Roman lifestyle. 
Grain was incredibly important for the Roman economy. One of the reasons that the Roman 
Empire continued to grow was to gain access to more grain-growing provinces. Two of the 
major sources of grain in the later Roman Empire were North Africa (modern-day Tunisia) and 
Egypt. There was also a significant amount of grain produced in Sicily. The distribution of grain 
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in the Roman Empire was very much dependent on trade and imperial supply chains. Grain 
would be shipped to the Port of Rome, Ostia, where it would then be shipped all over the 
Empire. Farmers were allowed to submit a portion of grain as a tax to the Roman government 
instead of a monetary tax amount. This provided a source of free grain which politicians could 
distribute to gain popularity. According to some historians, however, this provided little 
incentive for farmers to produce more grain because more grain meant more taxes. Despite the 
grain production in the Roman Empire, many people were not able to make enough to buy grain 
for themselves and grain had to be doled out by the government as a result. 

Slavery as the Bedrock of the Roman Economy 
Slavery was another important aspect of the Roman economy. While agricultural slaves were 
relatively rare during the early history of Rome, the eventual loss of most independent small 
farms left much of the agricultural land in the hands of the Roman elites who used large 
numbers of slaves to tend their fields. 
 
Slaves were also used in urban contexts in workshops of various sorts. Roman bakery slaves are 
known to have been poorly treated, though many Roman slaves actually lived relatively 
pleasant lives. 
 
Roman slavery was distinct from the slavery of the early modern period: it was not race-based 
and it was far easier for slaves to gain their freedom. Eventual freedom was in fact expected for 
most slaves. Once slaves bought their freedom, these new freedmen often had better 
opportunities than the freeborn poor because they already had industrial and managerial 
training that they could use to find work. There is even evidence of poor freeborn Romans 
selling themselves into slavery to increase their future prospects. 
 
It has been said that slavery held the Roman economy back. For example, it could be argued 
that technologies utilizing waterpower and horsepower, which could improve agricultural yields, 
were never developed during the time of the Roman Empire because slaves were considered 
sufficient to do the work. The same could be said of manufacturing. Ancient historians point out 
that some, though not all, of the technology necessary for an industrial revolution, such as 
steam power, was available to the ancient Romans. One possible reason that there was no 
industrial revolution in ancient Rome might have been that they were too reliant on slaves to 
consider creating steam-powered engines. 

Far Flung Trade Routes of the Roman Empire 
Some historians have suggested that at the height of the Roman Empire, the Roman economy 
allowed for a standard of living similar to 17th or 18th century Europe. If this is true, it was likely 
due to trade. The Romans were able to establish trade routes throughout Europe, Asia, and 
Africa. Far flung trade routes allowed them to attain silk from China, gold and silver from Spain, 
iron and tin from Britain, exotic animals and ivory from Africa, and spices and cotton from India. 
These trade routes were facilitated by the renowned Roman roads built to mobilize the Roman 
legions. After the legions built the roads, it was only natural that they would become major 
trade routes. Trade goods could be transported short distances by oxen or horse-drawn wagons 
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and carriages. Land travel was, however, slow, dangerous and the amount that could be carried 
was limited by weight considerations. Oxen could carry more than horses, but horses were 
faster. Goods that only needed to be transported short distances and certain small expensive 
luxury goods could be transported by land, but most goods were transported by sea. 
 
At its height, in the 1st and 2nd centuries AD, the Roman Empire completely encircled 
the Mediterranean Sea and part of the Black Sea. The Roman navy had also virtually 
eliminated piracy, making maritime travel a relatively safe and timely method for transporting 
goods. Food, precious metals, and stone were mostly transported by sea. Storms, as well as 
poor navigation equipment and charts, however, still created danger for Mediterranean ships 
which were relatively primitive compared to later seagoing vessels. 

Industry and Manufacturing in the Roman Empire 
Mining was one of the most important industries in the Roman Empire. Silver and gold from 
Spain were used to make coins. Stone quarried from Italy and Greece was used to make the 
arches and monuments for which Rome is famous, and Britain was an important ancient source 
of iron for weapons which Rome used to maintain regional dominance. 
 
In addition to coins, weapons and other items important to the Roman state, many towns and 
cities across the Empire had local industries which produced pottery, glassware, weapons, 
textiles, and jewelry among other commodities. 

The Roman Market Economy 
In the late 20th century, the economist and historian Carl Polanyi suggested that there were 
three types of economies in the ancient world: economies that were based on reciprocity, 
redistribution, or exchange. Economies based on reciprocity are common in traditional societies 
where people distribute goods based on obligations and social traditions. The goal is to 
distribute goods fairly based on obligations that derive from relationships. In redistributive 
economies, all the goods produced are collected by a centralized institution and then 
redistributed. 
 
Exchange economies rely on currency or bartering to distribute goods. Exchange economies are 
essentially market economies. Ancient Rome appears to have had a functioning market 
economy based on its labor and capital markets. In contrast, Medieval Europe is believed to 
have had a primarily reciprocal and redistributive economy with a few isolated cases of market 
economies around cities. 
 
Modern anthropologists do not necessarily agree with Polanyi’s characterization of ancient 
economies. Many ancient economies that were not thought to be market economies are now 
known to have had at least some market elements, including the Assyrian Empire and the Aztec 
Empire. Nonetheless, historians agree that the Roman economy was a primitive market 
economy where the exchange of goods was partly governed by the price-fixing of the market. 
On the other hand, the Roman political economy was not entirely market oriented. Many 
industries were essentially organs of the Roman state. Also, the Roman government was 
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required to provide its citizens with rations of grain because many of them were not able to 
feed themselves, especially in the late Roman Empire, as the Roman state began to decline. 

The Roman Economy and the Fall of Rome 
The explanations for the fall of Rome are innumerable. Part of the reason for the fall of Rome 
appears to be weaknesses in the Roman economy. One weakness may have been that the 
Roman Empire simply stopped expanding. The Roman Empire had to continually grow to 
increase access to grain and natural resources to support its economy. Once the Roman Empire 
stopped growing, it was probably inevitable that Rome would run out of resources. 
 
Another reason appears to be that the Roman Empire was heavily dependent on long distance 
trade and supply chains. The majority of the grain produced to feed the population of the 
Roman Empire was grown either in modern-day Tunisia or Carthage, or in Egypt. Once the 
Western Roman Empire lost control of Carthage to the Vandals in the early 5th century, the city 
of Rome was not able to feed its population. At one point the city was mostly abandoned due to 
the lack of food. The same could probably be said of other resources as well. 
 
Once Rome began to lose control of critical provinces, the empire was not able to feed its 
population or even pay its armies. It could be said that outsourcing, particularly of grain 
production, made the Roman Empire vulnerable if the supply chains on which it depended ever 
became disrupted. The disruption of supply chains was not the only factor leading to the fall of 
Rome, but it definitely contributed to the collapse of an empire already dying due to civil wars, 
constant invasions, and declining birth rates, among other problems. 
 
Likewise, one of the reasons that the eastern Roman Empire, or the Byzantine Empire, was able 
to remain intact for almost a thousand years longer was because it was able to keep its 
economy together. The eastern Roman Empire still had control of Egypt, the other breadbasket 
of the Roman Empire, so it was able to continue to feed its population. By the time Egypt was 
conquered by the Arabs in the 7th century, enough local agriculture had developed in Greece 
and Asia Minor that the Byzantine Empire was able to continue to sustain itself despite the loss 
of Egypt and most of its eastern lands. 
 
Furthermore, the vast wealth of Rome was not evenly distributed. Most of the luxuries of 
Roman life were available only to the very wealthy. Most people lived in much poorer 
conditions. The average Roman apartment lacked plumbing and was overcrowded. Also, the 
widespread trade networks of Rome did not necessarily benefit the poor who were more 
vulnerable to the diseases which were also carried by trade. 
 
The fall of the Roman Empire is used as a cautionary tale in many ways, particularly when it 
comes to the importance of maintaining a strong and balanced economy for the survival of a 
civilization. How similar is modern civilization’s economic situation to that of Ancient Rome? 
This may be an important question to consider. 
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History and Culture of Israel in the 1st Century 
By Salem Acuff 

 

January 11, 2023 

Political Setting 

• The Roman government practiced syncretism, accepting that all religious beliefs, 
philosophical teachings, and government systems are ultimately compatible, or a 
reflection of, a larger system – the Roman system. They practiced one of the first “one 
country, two systems” policies – pronouncing that all people had religious freedom, 
political freedom, and freedom of thought, yet maintaining strict control.   

• The Jews held much distrust and often hatred for the Roman Empire. Do you recall what 
King Herod did to the baby boys in Bethlehem? (Matthew 2:6) Herod was also 
responsible for placing forbidden idols within the Jewish temple.  

•  Jewish citizens were under the authority of the Jewish court system (the Sanhedrin), yet 
all rulings for the death penalty were sent to the Roman government.  

• The Jewish religious and governing system was divided between two parties: the 
Pharisees – the ‘people’s party’, taught the law and traditions of Israel’s patriarchs, and 
were strictly conforming to Jewish law; and the Sadducees – the wealthy and 
conservative leaders who rejected the traditions in favor of political and religious 
cooperation with the Romans. 

Economic Setting 

• The economy of first century Israel was supported by three key segments: agriculture of 
olives, figs, grains, dates, and vineyards; trade fostered by Israel’s key location on the 
Mediterranean Sea; and large government building projects sponsored by King Herod.  

• There was a very large disparity between rich and poor.  

• Upper Class- made up of the temple priests and priestly aristocracy  

• Middle Class- comprised of traders and merchants, artisans (stonecutters, masons, 
sculptors) and craftsman (metal, wood, cloth dye). The Pharisees (another Jewish sect), 
sages, scribes, and teachers were also a part of the middle class. Jesus family would have 
been middle class citizens.  

• Low Class- made of laborers (weavers, stone carriers, slaves [non-Jewish person taken 
into slavery because of debt]), and the unemployable (lepers, blind, insane, crippled, 
etc.)  

• The Roman government required heavy taxation of its people. Farmers would be taxed 
up to 50% of their salary. This does not include the sacrifices that were required to be 
made at the temple.  
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• During the first century, the temple courtyards had often become a marketplace – local 
merchants would sell sacrificial animals at excessive cost in order to turn a profit from 
the tourists or religious seekers that would come to the temple.  

Cultural Setting 

• Language- The common language in the Roman Empire was Greek. However, at the time 
it was common for Jews to also use Hebrew, Aramaic, and Latin. Jesus’ everyday 
language was Aramaic.  

• Village Life- The hub of a village was the marketplace and shops. And for a Jewish village, 
the synagogue was a central meeting place, and the seat of the local Jewish government.  

• Houses were all purpose 1-2 room squares, with dirt floors, flat roofs, low and narrow 
doorways, and front wooden doors. Often people would sleep on flat roofs during hot 
nights. The houses were arranged around a central shared courtyard where neighbors 
performed daily chores (cooking, laundry, etc.) in each other’s company. Water was 
carried in from a public well and stored in a courtyard cistern. Lighting was provided by 
earthenware oil lamps. People slept on mats, and owned limited personal goods. 

• Milk and meat could not be stored together. Jews had a great deal of emphasis on their 
beliefs and traditions. One such tradition is the dietary restrictions known as kashrut, 
also known as keeping kosher.  

• Jews ate only two meals, breakfast and dinner.  

• Salt was important, and valuable, in Jesus' time. It made food less bland. It also 
preserved foods. That was why salt was so valuable. It made foods storable. Romans 
even traded with it. There is a saying in the Bible about salt.  

• Most foods were boiled or stewed in a big pot and seasoned with salt, onions, garlic, 
cumin, coriander, mint, dill, and mustard. Food was sweetened with wild honey or 
syrups from dates or grapes. Food was generally served in a common bowl and eaten by 
dipping in with the fingers  

• A man wearing only a inner garment was said to be naked (e.g., 1 Samuel 19:24, Isaiah 
20:2–4).   

• The biblical expression “to gird up the loins” meant to put on the belt, thus freeing the 
lower legs to permit work and easy walking. The expression signified that the person 
was ready for service; it is largely equivalent to the modern expression, “roll up your 
sleeves.”  

• The Outer Tunic was worn as a protective covering; people did not go out in public 
without some sort of outer tunic. Jewish men had tassels (called tzitzit) attached to the 
corners of their mantles, reminding them of the constant presence of the Lord’s 
commandments.   
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• General Physique: Most Jews were fairly small in stature, light-skinned but tanned from 
sun. Most had black or brown hair worn long, and most men wore beards  

• Family Structure: The husband was the spiritual and legal head of the house. Children 
were instructed early to honor their parents. A Jewish family lived by very strict moral, 
social and religious rules. Parents, unmarried children, and a married son and spouse 
would often all live under one roof.  

• Jesus’ Family life: Joseph (Jesus’ father) was a carpenter, making their family a part of 
the middle class.  

Religious Setting 

• The Pharisees were rabbis who believed the Temple was unnecessary and Torah was the 
most important aspect of Jewish life. They worshipped in synagogues, interpreted the 
Torah, and most notably, believed in the importance of oral law (Torah she’bal peh). This 
group believed that God gave us instructions orally at Mt. Sinai, and those laws were just 
as important as the laws written in the Torah. The Pharisees were the lower class 
citizens and lived in the worst conditions in Jerusalem. Finally, the Pharisees didn’t really 
like living under Roman rule. The Pharisees’ Judaism is what we practice today, as we 
can’t make sacrifices at the Temple and instead we worship in synagogues.  

• The Sadducees were the wealthy upper class who were involved with the priesthood. 
They completely rejected oral law, and unlike the Pharisees, their lives revolved around 
the Temple. The Sadducees’ job was to make sacrifices and maintain the Temple’s purity. 
Although the Sadducees were the most involved with the Temple, they were also the 
most Hellenized Jews, and respected Greco-Roman civilization and rule. The Pharisees 
and Sadducees made up the Sanhedrin, a council of seventy men who made all the 
decisions for the Jews. The tie-breaker was the high priest, who was called the nasee. In 
modern Hebrew, nasee means president.  

• The third sect, the Essenes, actually left Jerusalem to live in a kibbutz-like compound in 
Qumran (near the Dead Sea). Their secluded desert community was dedicated to prayer 
and study in preparation for the return of the Messiah. They were obsessed with 
purifying themselves for the Messiah, and constantly went in the mikvah, the Jewish 
ritual bath. We were able to see the Dead Sea Scrolls which were used by the Essenes. 
The Dead Sea Scrolls were found in Qumran and are the oldest copies of the Tanakh ever 
discovered. It was so cool to see how far back our traditions go, and to be able to pick 
out the familiar letters on the scrolls.  

• Finally, the Sikarim were zealots who completely opposed Roman rule. The Sikarim were 
ready to kill all the Romans and any Jews who didn’t help them overthrow the Romans. 
The word “sikarim” actually means “little dagger”; this group was named for the daggers 
that they would use to kill people. Josephus described them as a bunch of bandits and 
robbers. He opposed this group and the feeling was mutual. The Zealots spoke of 
Josephus as being a traitor. The most famous story involving the Fourth Philosophy was 
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their stand atop the mountain of Masada. In this story, eight hundred Jews committed 
suicide rather than being taken alive by the Romans.  

Educational Setting 

• For the first century Jew, religion, law, history, ethics and education were inseparable. 
Through both written (Torah) and oral (Mishna) law, teaching was passed from 
generation to generation. Rabbi's (teachers) and synagogues were highly esteemed 
aspects of society.  

• Young Jewish boys started formal education at the age of 5, learning to read and write. 
At age 10, boys would start to learn the Jewish law. Formal education was complete by 
age 18.  Young girls would learn at home from their mothers and other women. Young 
men were educated by a Rabbi (teacher) from the local synagogue.  

• At the highest level of education, a scholar would go to a great or renowned teacher and 
become a disciple, often learning through daily discussions and activities. These men 
were known according to who their teachers were– “from the school of….”   

• Jesus studied at the synagogue – in one instance when Jesus was 12 years old as 
recorded in Jesus’ biography by Luke, the author says “They (Jesus’ parents) found him 
(Jesus) in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his 
answers.” (Luke 2:46-47) 


