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Lesson 4 Handout – Church Cleansed, Persecution 
 

Acts 4:32 – Acts 5:42 

 

Lesson 4 Answers: 

1. Why were the believers of one heart and one mind? How did this manifest? 

They were of one heart and one mind with Jesus through salvation and with each 

other by experiencing forgiveness. No one claimed that any of their possessions was 

their own, but they shared everything they had.  

 

2. What was the character of Barnabas? 

Barnabas was a Levite from Cyprus who sold some land and gave all the proceedings 

to the Apostles for distribution to the needy believers. 

 

3. What sins did Ananias commit? 

Ananias lied to his fellow brethren, lied to the Apostles, and lied to God. 

 

4. Was his punishment extreme? Why or why not? 

In the view of man, the death of Ananias for lying seems extreme because we know 

liars who spend a lifetime of leisure and pleasure; however, in light of the times when 

the church was an infant, the punishment of God was sure, certain, and timely. 

 

5. What sins did Sapphira commit? 

Sapphira conspired with her husband to lie. She lied to the Apostles. 

 

6. Was her punishment extreme? Why or why not? 

In the view of man, the death of Sapphira for lying seems extreme because we know 

liars who spend a lifetime of leisure and pleasure; however, in light of the times when 

the church was an infant, the punishment of God was sure, certain, and timely. 

 

7. How did the ordinary Jews view the believers? 

Verse 13 indicates that no one else dared join them, even though they were highly 

regarded by the people. 

 

8. Did the shadow of Peter really heal people? 

The people hoping for healing placed themselves where they expected the shadow of 

Peter to fall. The scripture does not indicate whether or not that worked. 

 

9. Compare this passage with Mark 9:14-29. What has changed and why? 

In the account of Mark, the Apostles failed to excise an evil spirit from a boy; Jesus 

indicated that that type can only be removed by prayer. The change is that after the 

Holy Spirit entered the Apostles after Jesus ascended, the Apostles now had the power 

to remove evil spirits of any kind. 
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10. Were the apostles determined to make the Jewish leaders guilty of the blood of Jesus? 

The Jewish leaders made themselves guilty of the blood of Jesus by killing Jesus. The 

Apostles were trying to convince them of that guilt by proving Jesus was the Christ 

from comparing His life with the old law prophecies. 

 

11. What was the argument of Gamaliel? Was it correct? 

Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human 

origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you 

will only find yourselves fighting against God. The argument was correct. 

 

12. How can the apostles rejoice at being flogged? 

They had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 
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History of the Sanhedrin 
By Salem Acuff 

February 1, 2023 

 

• The Greek word Συνέδριον, sunedrion, means literally “sitting together” and is usually 

translated as “council.” 

• Also referred to as: Great Law-Court, the Court of Seventy-One, the rulers and elders and 

scribes, the Counsel.  

• The Sanhedrin was the supreme theocratic court of the Jews. It reflected the local 

autonomy that first, the Greek and later the Roman powers granted the Jewish nation 

during their successive sovereignty over the Land of Israel.  

• Its origin can be traced back as far as 200 B.C. during the “Intertestamental Period.” 

• We hear about it during the Hasmonean period, following the Maccabean Revolt 

• There are references to it in the Mishnah section of the Talmud, but there is no reference 

to this body in the original Old Testament.  

• The earliest record of a Sanhedrin is by Josephus who wrote of a political Sanhedrin 

convened by the Romans in 57 B.C.E.  

• There is some conflicting evidence of when the Sanhedrin began.  

• Jews today trace the Sanhedrin back to the Old Testament and Moses.  

 

References to the Sanhedrin: 

• Matt. 5:22- Jesus speaks of the Sanhedrin 

• Luke 22:66- Jesus before “the Counsel of Elders”  

• Mark 14:55- “the chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin”  

• Luke 23:50- Joseph, a member of “the Counsel, a good and righteous man,” did not 

consent to the killing of Jesus and went to Pilate to retrieve the body of Jesus.    

• John 11:47-  “Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.” 

Caiaphas was the high priest “that year.” vs. 49 

• Acts 4:15- Peter and John are brought before the Sanhedrin 

• Acts 6: 12- Stephen is brought before the Sanhedrin and a false testimony is given against 

him. Later, in Chapter 7 Stephen gives his defense before the counsel and is stoned.     

• Throughout the book of Acts, the counsel or Sanhedrin mentioned.  
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The Fall of Rome 
By Professor J. Rufus Fears 
University of Oklahoma 
2011 
Generations of German schoolchildren were taught that the Roman Empire fell because of the 
Germans. In a sense, that’s correct. But how were they able to do this? Were they the sole 
cause, or was the situation more complex than this? 
 
Rome in the 1st and 2nd centuries A.D. was the world’s first superpower and arguably history’s 
only true superpower – absolutely dominant militarily, politically, economically, and culturally. 
One language, one law, and one currency accepted from the North Sea to the Sahara Desert. 
The travels of Saint Paul are the best tribute to Roman peace and justice. When he was 
arrested, and the officer threatened to beat him, Paul said, “You cannot beat me. I am a Roman 
citizen. I have the right to due process.” Indeed, the global economy and global culture of the 
empire made the spread of Christianity possible. 
 
Yet at that same time, thinkers like Tacitus were pondering whether or not their empire could 
last much longer. Some of them drew analogies to the human body that just wore out. Tacitus 
blamed decadence and corruption. 
 
The simple truth is that individual Roman leaders made individual and critical mistakes. This is 
why all empires fall. The Romans made two critical mistakes in particular, one in terms of 
foreign policy, the other in terms of the economy. 
 
Caesar Augustus made the first mistake by deciding not to expand the empire. His peace with 
the Iranians left their large, technically superb army between Rome and some major sources of 
natural resources, such as the wheat of Egypt. Secondly, he urged there be no more further 
expansion against Germany. Tiberias ultimately agreed with him and after A.D. 16, there more 
no more serious attempts to conquer the Germans. When Rome fell victim to civil war and 
political instability in the 3rd century A.D., both the Iranians and Germans attacked Rome again 
and again. 
 
Rome recovered by the end of the 3rd century, but in such a way that it had transformed all of 
what made it efficient. The middle class had been the very foundation of the Roman Empire – 
well- educated, proud of their wealth, investing in the empire, investing in the free-market 
economy. Rome had social mobility, too; slaves were able to buy their freedom and become 
part of the vital economic class. But by the 3rd century, the tax burden on the middle class was 
so enormous that investment was impossible. 
 
Meanwhile, the Roman bureaucracy which in the heyday of Caesar Augustus had been small 
and efficient, was now bloated with useless jobs – the main cause of the tax increases. The 
army, too, had to expand in the face of foreign dangers, becoming ever less efficient and more 
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costly. All of this transformed the Roman Empire into a totalitarian despotism where instead of 
social mobility; everyone was tied to the jobs of their ancestors. 
 
As long as the empire had continued to expand, it brought in large amounts of money. The last 
emperor to be truly expansionistic was Trajan (r. 98-117). He pushed across the Danube into the 
land we know as Romania today and brought back enough gold, wealth, and slaves to stimulate 
the Roman economy through Marcus Aurelius (r. 161-180). Without expansion, the empire ran 
into debt. When the Germans and Iranians attacked in the 3rd century, the Romans did not have 
the money to pay for defense and chose the worst possible course of action: devaluing their 
silver-based currency. Thus inflation swept the Roman Empire, fixed incomes were wiped out, 
and one more enormous burden was laid at the feet of the middle class. The middle class 
perished, and as the middle class perished, so perished the Roman Empire. 
 
Like the Romans, the Western powers have so far failed to solve the problems of the Middle 
East and Central Europe. The U.S. tried, as did the Romans, shock and awe, followed by nation 
building; they finally resorted to annexation. The Romans were not welcomed as liberators; the 
people revolted, and ultimately the Middle East became a quagmire. 
 
The Germanic situation is comparable our failure to bring Russia into the orbit of the free 
economic world. When communism collapsed, the Russian expected something like the 
Marshall Plan, to rebuild them economically as we had Germany after World War II, ensuring a 
sound basis for democracy. Instead, we left it with the worst aspects of capitalism. In the midst 
of this, the United States and many European nations have allowed their economies to become 
debt riddled, piling unimaginable sums generation after generation. 
 
All human things pass away, just as the Roman Empire passed away. But Rome left some 
enduring legacies, the most far-ranging of which is Christianity. 
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Top 10 Famous Roman Philosophers 
September 7, 2020 
by Sandhya Ghimire 
 
Historically, much of Roman philosophy inherits its precepts, instructions, exhortations, and 
observations from its predecessor, the ancient Greek philosophy, which is the cradle of 
philosophy itself.  
 
Theories of existence and ethics have been advanced and argued by learned scholars, even 
martyred for their love of knowledge throughout the ancient Greek period. Philosophers such 
as Socrates, Aristotle, and Plato are some of the Fathers of Philosophy.  
 
Chiefly inspired and adapted from Stoic, Academic, and Epicurean schools, the primary 
impressions date back to 155 BCE from an embassy of Greek philosophers who had visited 
Rome. 
 
 Although the foundation of Roman philosophy lies in the political upheavals of Greece and 
subsequent thoughts, ideas, inquiries, and opinions of the Greek philosophers, Roman 
philosophers have tremendously influenced the annals of Western philosophy. 
 
Initially faced with hesitation and resistance, these tenets went on to be intrinsically bound with 
Roman philosophy, all thanks to some of the most noted authors, scholars, intellectuals, and 
philosophers of Rome.  
 
This article enlists the top ten philosophers who deciphered the core doctrines of Greece and 
gradually adopted them into what we now know as Roman Philosophy.  

10. Hypatia (370-415) 
Hypatia, a Neoplatonist philosopher, was also a pioneer and a significant contributor to 
mathematics.  
 
Born to Theon, who was also a gifted mathematician and philosopher, Hypatia undertook to 
teach the philosophies of Neo-Platonism expounded by Plotinus and Iamblichus. The former 
was the father of Neo-Platonist ideology and the latter was of Arab origin, leading the 
movement in Syria. 
 
When the practices of the West were fraught with Pagans and Paganism, she brought in the 
concept of knowledge and science.  
 
Her philosophy was more scholarly and scientific in its interest and less mystical and pagan than 
that of Neoplatonism in other schools. Later, she succumbed to death in the throes of violent 
conflict between the Christians and the Pagans. 

https://historyten.com/author/sandhya/
https://historyten.com/ancient-egypt/hypatia-alexandria/
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9. Anicius Manlius Severinus Boethius (475-524)  
Boethius was a Roman scholar, a Christian philosopher, and a statesman. His exclusive work on 
Neo-Platonism, De Consolatione Philosophiae (Consolation of Philosophy) catapulted him to the 
heights of authorship. In his book, he opines that true happiness is the sacred union of wisdom 
and Divine Love. 
 
It was his scholarly aim to translate the logic of Aristotle in Greek into Latin and the complete 
works of Plato with additional commentary, notes, and glosses.   
 
Convicted for openly defending senator Albinus, other charges were the practice of magic and 
sacrilege. It was during his time of imprisonment that he wrote his distinguished and most 
personal work, Consolation of Philosophy. The philosophical arguments he presented is Platonic 
with a hint of literary art.  
 
Thus, it followed his execution in 524 with awaiting virtuous reward at the other side of the 
death being his only hope.  

8. Lucretius (BC 88- BC 55) 
Lucretius or Titus Lucretius Carus is one of the most underrated of Roman poets and 
philosophers. A zealous follower of Epicurius, there is not much we know about him.  
His only work surviving in our memory is the dactylic philosophical poem, De Rerum Natura (On 
the Nature of Things) about the main ideas and core philosophy of Epicureanism. The only 
known fact to testify his existence is that he was a companion or client of Gaius Marius to 
whom his poem was addressed and dedicated.  
 
His poems grope every tangible and intangible phenomenon such as the mind and soul, 
sensations, touch, thoughts, man, woman, reproduction, and also the evolution of the world. 
He also explored the celestial phenomenon, transcending from terrestrial lands. The book 
opens by paying homage to Venus and addressing her as the Mother of Nature.  
 
Further, he goes on to culminate his epic by copiously venturing on days, nights, seasons, 
thunder, lightning, while abruptly ending at the blanket plague of Athens within six books. 
Regardless, Lucretius was a significant influence on the efforts of various figures of the 
Enlightenment era to construct humanism.  
 
He is also the progenitor of the concept of a three-age system, which was formalized in 1834 by 
CJ Thompson.  

7. Pliny the Elder (AD 23-79) 
Pliny was born to an elite family in Como, Italy but later descended to Rome and completed his 
education.   
 
Even though scrapes of his previous discussions survive, only Natural History exists as a solid 
compiled book. The book delves into numerous states of natural things.  
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The book includes 37 parts, each part narrating his observations on cosmopolitan topics 
beginning from cosmology and astronomy (Book II), humans (Book VII) to reptiles AND 
mammals (VIII), fishes and other marine animals (IX), BIRDS (X) and insects (XI).  
 
While some parts of the book report excerpts from Aristotle’s logic, there were many incidences 
of independent examination by Pliny. Thus, assembling his observations and studies on various 
branches of botany, he prepared a comprehensive book that was accessible both in Rome and 
Italy.  

6. Porphyry (AD 233- 305) 
Porphyry of Tyre was a disciple of Plotinus, the Neoplatonic philosopher. Of all his other 
contributions, the most significant is the publication of the manuscript of his teacher, Plotinus, 
called Enneads posthumously.  
 
Born in Lebanon (older Phoenicia) at circa 233-234 AD, his name was Malchus. He later visited 
Rome and became acquainted with his teacher.   
 
To talk about his original works, he has penned on cosmopolitan topics. Isagoge or Introduction 
was translated in Latin and Arabic, which was a staple book among the teachers during the 
Middle Ages. 
Moreover, Philosophy from Oracles and Against the Christians irked the followers of Christianity 
and sparked a controversy.  
 
Besides these, his most famous book is Introduction to Categories, where he has briefly 
expounded on the ideas of Aristotle. 
 
He opposed Christianity and defended Paganism, citing that Christianity was, unnecessarily, 
placed on a high pedestal. He hated the very theme of Christianity and impersonal God. He 
believed that only by imbibing the confluence of wisdom and reason could one be united with 
God.  
 
He advocated vegetarianism and discussed the effect of eating animal meat in his book, On the 
Impropriety of Killing Living Beings for Food. He also authored a book on Pythagoras (Life of 
Pythagoras) besides the one on Plotinus. He has worked to preserve the life, struggles and 
achievements of various philosophers and mathematicians that history might have lost 
otherwise.  

5. Plotinus (205-270) 
Plotinus was an ancient philosopher and the father of Neo-Platonism. The sources of his 
biography are limited to a handful of books published by his disciple. Books such as The Life of 
Plotinus and Enneads are some of them.  
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Unfortunately for us, any information regarding his life is unavailable while extant sources 
recount a six-year-long acquaintance between Plotinus and Porphyry. Hence, most of his life is 
oblivious to history. 
 
Plotinus was a devoted teacher and later in his life, took many refuges in writing. His 
congregation was not any different than the traditional schooling prevalent at that period. 
Activities such as citing personal views on the existing ideas of philosophers preceding him was 
a common phenomenon. Similarly, he entertained inquiries and discourses on various subject 
matters and pursued them until he propounded a definite answer. 
 
Like most philosophers of late antiquity, he believed in magic and the prophecies of the 
constellations. His final message corroborates his interest in the occult, which was to strive to 
become inherently divine.  

4. Saint Augustine (354-430) 
Saint Augustine of Hippo was a philosopher, Christian thinker, and more importantly, a 
theologian. He successfully attempted to mesh Classical and Christian doctrines, consequently 
birthing a more powerful genre of theology.  
 
Not only that, through his books like Confessions and City of God, he also introduced the 
exegesis of religious texts while also consolidating the architecture of Christianity in both the 
Middle and Modern Ages.  
 
The resurgence of The Confessions after the 12th century made a lasting impact on the readers. 
It portrays the trials and tribulations of man in a quest for self-knowledge in the presence of an 
all-pervading God. He neatly categorizes confessions as all acts approved by religion like 
appreciating God and outspokenly claiming faith in Him. The Confessions is more like a prayer, 
an exhortation to turn inwards and bask in the love of God.  
 
His narratives mostly revolve around sin, salvation, God, and soul. He opines that religion is not 
merely a matter of the intellect but disciplined renunciation of anything carnal. Thus, he gave up 
his life striving for a religious crusade against all pleasures of the flesh and inspiring to live a 
chaste life.  

3. Marcus Aurelius (121-180) 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus was a Roman emperor and the author of the Meditations, a work of 
Stoic philosophy.  
 
Born into a wealthy and politically active family, he ascended the throne and proved to be an 
able and most respectable emperor. He is mostly known for availing his ingenuity in all crises 
and his tactical retaliation in warfare. But most importantly, he is known for authoring 
Meditations and subsequently consolidating Stoicism.  
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His book consists of his musings, anecdotes, and reflections amidst fervently campaigning and 
waging war against the barbarians. It is an elucidation of Stoicism, the philosophy of controlling 
things within our purview and letting go of anything depending on foreign bodies. His narration 
paints a clear picture of a dutiful emperor, unconcerned with either transient or lasting fame.  
In totality, it reflects what constitutes a Roman emperor and the zeitgeist. The fact that he 
originally wrote in Greek stands as a testimony to the merging of Greco-Roman culture.   
 
His book is relevant to all ages and all eras. However, people are most likely to fall prey to it 
during modern times. It is an elucidation of Stoicism, the philosophy of controlling things within 
our purview and letting go of anything depending on foreign bodies. His narration paints a clear 
picture of a dutiful emperor, unconcerned with either transient or lasting fame.  
 
Thus, he is credited to have simplified Stoicism, while the book is owned by most people today 
(including myself), which best placates us during the throes of agony that modern-day 
complexities yield.  

2. Seneca the Younger (c. BCE 4- 65 AD) 
Lucius Annaeus Seneca the Younger was a Roman politician and philosopher. He was 
born around 4 BCE. He was sickly for much of his life and on three occasions did the Emperors 
or the Senate try to have him killed. When he finally killed himself, it took three tries. Ironically, 
it was an illness that kept him alive.  
 
During his life, Seneca was a champion of the school of philosophy known as Stoicism. Though it 
originated in Greece, it was quite popular in Rome. Unlike many of the philosophers, Seneca did 
not heed what he advocated. Despite arguing, as the stoics did, that poverty was not evil or 
something to avoid, he was one of the richest men in the world.  
 
Seneca espoused the good of private life in place of a public one but was very involved in the 
public sphere. He claimed that we should live virtuously, and yet he was often the center of a 
scandal in Rome.  
 
That said, Seneca did offer persuasive arguments in favor of Stoicism. While the original Stoics 
were also concerned with logic, metaphysics, and epistemology to support a full philosophical 
framework, his work focused primarily on their ethics. His arguments read more like advice for 
life than claims about the nature of reality.  
 
He argued passionately against the dangers of anger and other emotions while claiming that 
virtue and simplicity were the way to a good life. Even if his arguments were not always valid, 
the persuasive style was convincing and powerful. Thus, heralding him as the teacher of the 
emperor and defender of Roman Stoicism.  
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1. Cicero (BC 3- 43) 
Marcus Tullius Cicero was a dedicated citizen of the Roman Republic. By the time he reached its 
highest office, that of consul in 63 BCE, it was an institution that had lasted over 500 years. 
Cicero was one of its last defenders.  
 
He penned his most influential book De Officiis or On Duties at the height of conflict over the 
future of the Republic. Cicero had refused to join the alliance between Julius Caesar, Crassus, 
and Pompey, and even pleaded with Caesar to preserve it.  
 
In his book, he makes direct attacks on those like Caesar and Mark Antony who were corrupting 
what he saw as the foundational principles of the Roman Republic; primarily the sense of civic 
duty which lay at its foundation.  
 
For Cicero, we should fix our gaze on the benefit of the Republic, not on ourselves. We are 
obliged to human fellowship over and above and others. Furthermore, and importantly, for later 
thinkers, Cicero suggested that in working out what our job is, we should always assume that 
the noble and honorable action is the same as the useful or profitable one; no dishonesty can 
ever lead to the good of the Republic.  
 
Unfortunately, a year after writing The Officiis, Cicero is captured by Octavian troops and killed. 
The Roman Republic might have died soon after Cicero yet his ideas lasted long after. The 
rediscovery of his texts in the Renaissance became the foundation for a new movement, 
humanism. Thus, establishing a legacy posthumously that is still widely espoused in the world.  

Conclusion  
Bertrand Russell has rightly stated that no Roman philosopher is an original but borrowed from 
the Greeks, for it is Greek philosophy dressed in Roman. Everything that the Romans advocated 
is mere expounding on Greek templates. 
 
In conclusion, Roman philosophers expounded on the Greek template and carried the baton of 
epistemology, ethics, and logic an era forward, comprising altogether as the Western 
Philosophy.  
 


