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Lesson 10 Handout: The Church Grows and Grows 
 

Acts 11:19-Acts 12:24 

Lesson 10 Answers: 

1. Why were the scattered Jerusalem believers only preaching to the Jews? Why would the 
brethren from Cyprus and Cyrene decide to take the gospel to the Gentiles in Antioch? 

Preaching and teaching to the Jews was expected since the Jewish nation had been 
selected many centuries before to bring forth the Messiah; what was not understood 
at first was that the Gospel would spread to the Gentiles. Many students of the 
Jewish scriptures finally figured that out with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

 
2. The church grew so rapidly in Antioch that the church in Jerusalem sent who to 

encourage them? Who did he go and find in Tarsus? 
Barnabas was sent to Antioch. He went to Tarsus to find Saul. 
 

3. Is there irony in the fact that in the first large Gentile church, they were first called 
Christians? 

Yes. 
 

4. Who was Agabus and what was his message? 
Agabus was a prophet from Jerusalem. Acts 11:28 says that Agabus stood up and 
through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire 
Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 
 

5. Why did Herod kill Apostle James, the brother of John? What did Herod intend to do 
with Peter? 

Herod intended to persecute the Apostles to please the Jewish leadership. After 
killing James, he arrested Peter intended to have on show trial after  the Jewish 
Passover celebration. 

 
6. Why did God allow James to be killed but rescued Peter from jail? 

James work was done; Peter had further work to do. 
 

7. The disciples were praying for Peter at the house of mother of John Mark; why did they 
not believe Rhoda when she heard Peter knocking at the door? 

It is inexplicable if they believed their prayers would be answered. 
 

8. Where did Peter go after he left the Jerusalem disciples? 
The Acts account does not state where Peter went. But it was to a safe place. 
 

9. Why did Herod have the sixteen guards executed? Why did not the God intervene in 
some way to help them since they were not responsible for the great escape? 
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The guards were executed under Roman law because their prisoners escaped while 
they were guarding them. Do you expect God to thumb His nose at the Roman 
officials and say He had His angels release Peter? 

 
10. Herod moved to Caesarea to solve a problem with the people of Tyre and Sidon. What 

happened at the end of his celebratory speech? 
The crowd was shouting that the voice of Herod was the voice of a God, not the 
voice of a man. 
 

11. What caused the demise of Herod? 
Herod was struck by an angel of God and eaten by worms for not giving God the 
glory. 

 
12. Why are not modern day leaders struck down by angels when they think they are gods? 

God seems more tolerant and patient today. 
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Cameo 10 

Phoenicia, Cyprus, Antioch, Tarsus, Tyre, and Sidon history and geography 
By Salem Acuff 

 

Phoenicia, ancient region along the eastern coast of the Mediterranean that corresponds to 
modern Lebanon, with adjoining parts of modern Syria and Israel. Its location along major trade 
routes led its inhabitants, called Phoenicians, to become notable merchants, traders, and 
colonizers in the 1st millennium BCE. The chief cities of Phoenicia (excluding colonies) 
included Byblos, Sidon, Tyre, and Berot (modern Beirut). 
 
The oldest form of government in the Phoenician cities seems to have been kingship—limited 
by the power of the wealthy merchant families. 
 
Ivory and wood carving became specialties in Phoenicia, and Phoenician goldsmiths’ and 
metalsmiths’ work was also well known. Glassblowing was probably invented in the coastal area 
of Phoenicia in the 1st century or earlier. 
 
The Phoenician alphabeti script of 22 letters was used at Byblos as early as the 15th century. 
This method of writing, later adopted by the Greeks, is the ancestor of the modern Roman 
alphabet. It was the Phoenicians’ most remarkable and distinctive contribution to arts and 
civilization.  
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Cyprus is an island situated near the Northeast corner of the Levant, in an angle formed by the 
coasts of Cilicia and Syria. In the Old Testament it is called Kittim, after the name of its 
Phoenician capital Kition. The island is the largest in the Mediterranean with the exception of 
Sardinia and Sicily, its area being about 3,584 square miles. Mentioned in Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel and Acts.  
 
The original inhabitants of Cyprus appear to have been a race akin to the peoples of Asia Minor. 
Its vast resources in copper and timber gained for it a considerable importance and wide 
commercial relations at a very remote period. Its wealth attracted the attention of Babylonia 
and Egypt. 
 
Cyprus was annexed by the Roman Republic in 58 BCE and, along with Cilicia on the coast 
of Anatolia, was made into a Roman province. One of its first proconsuls was the orator and 
writer Cicero.  
 
The proximity of Cyprus to the Syrian coast rendered it easy of access from Palestine, and Jews 
had probably begun to settle there even before the time of Alexander the Great. Certainly the 
number of Jewish residents under the Ptolemies was considerable (1 Maccabees 15:23; 2 
Maccabees 12:2) and it must have been increased later when the copper mines of the island 
were farmed to Herod the Great (Josephus, Ant, XVI, iv, 5; XIX, xxvi, 28; compare Corpus 
Inscriptionum Graecarum, 2628).  
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Paphos, Cyprus 

 
Tombs of the Kings: are not actually the tombs of the kings but instead, they earned their title 
due to the grandeur and magnificence of the tombs. These well-preserved underground tombs 
and chambers were the burial places of wealthy government officials and aristocrats.   
 
 
The church at Antioch of Syria plays a crucial role in the book of Acts. Here believers were first 
called Christians (Acts 11:26). With its mixture of Jews and Gentiles, the church at Antioch 
became fertile ground for the growth and spread of Christianity and a model congregation in 
the early days of the new Christian church. Antioch in Syria was considered the third most 
important city in the Roman Empire behind Rome and Alexandria.  
 
Antioch of Syria was one of the largest cities in the first-century Roman world, accommodating a 
population between 100,000 and 300,000. The city was home to a wealthy and thriving Jewish 
community. The first mention of Antioch in the New Testament is in reference to Nicolas, a 
Gentile convert to Christianity who was one of seven Greek-speaking (Hellenist) leaders chosen 
to serve as deacons at the church in Jerusalem (Acts 6:1–7). 
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The city’s location at a chief trade intersection between Egypt, Asia Minor, Greece, Italy, and 
Mesopotamia made the church at Antioch a strategic hub for spreading the gospel to cities 
around the Mediterranean and beyond. 
 

 
 
 
In the first century, the city of Tarsus was the capital of the Roman province of Cilicia. It was an 
important center of trade and culture, and the city was filled with people from all over the 
world. 
 
Tarsus, one of the world’s oldest continuously inhabited cities, was also one of the world’s most 
important cities in ancient times. The city was founded around 8,000 BC and became 
a significant city until the Roman Empire took over in the seventh century BCE. Its 
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archaeological and historical significance is well-known, as it is one of the few cities still 
inhabited since the Neolithic Period.  
 
Apostle Paul described it as "no insignificant city" (Acts 21:39). Tarsus was the cult center for the 
oriental pagan god Sandan (Herakles by the Greeks), who is shown riding a mythical beast.  
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Remains of a Roman road in Tarsus, Cilicia, in modern-day Turkey.  

 
 
Tyre (in modern-day Lebanon) is one of the oldest cities in the world, dating back over 4,000 
years, during which it has been inhabited almost continuously. It was one of the most 
important, and at times the dominant, city of Phoenicia, whose citizens claimed it had been 
founded by the great god Melqart. 
 
The Tyrians were known as workers in dye from the shells of the Murex shellfish. This purple 
dye was highly valued and held royal connotations in the ancient world. It also gave 
the Phoenicians their name from the Greeks - Phoinikes - which means "purple people". 
The city-state was the most powerful in all of Phoenicia after surpassing its sister state Sidon. 
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The Arch of Hadrian 
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The people of Tyre became overly confident in their natural island defenses and overly proud of 
the wealth and beauty of their city. They developed a feeling of jealousy and rivalry toward 
Jerusalem and exulted over the misfortunes she faced and hoped to exploit them for 
commercial opportunity. For these reasons the prophet Ezekiel was inspired to prophecy against 
her: 
 
Notice this prophecy makes certain predictions: 

• There would be “many nations” against Tyre (Ezekiel 26: 3) 
• Her walls and towers would be torn down (Ezekiel 26: 4) 
• Her soil would be scraped away and she would become a shining bare rock (Ezekiel 26: 

4) 
• Fishermen would use the area for drying nets (Ezekiel 26: 5) 

 
A closer examination of the rest of Ezekiel chapter 26 reveals more details: 

• Settlements in the countryside would be slaughtered (Ezekiel 26: 6) 
• King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon would come against Tyre (Ezekiel 26: 7) 
• He would lay siege and tear down Tyre’s walls and houses (Ezekiel 26: 12) 
• Tyre’s stones, woodwork and soil would be thrown in the water (Ezekiel 26: 12) 
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The city of Sidon grew in wealth through maritime trade. The Phoenicians were known for their 
skill in ship-building and navigating the wide expanse of the Mediterranean Sea. 
 
Sidon comes into view several times in the New Testament; first when Christ passed into the 
borders of Tyre and Sidon and healed the daughter of the Syro-phoenician woman (Mark 7:24-
30); also when Herod Agrippa I received a delegation from Tyre and Sidon at Caesarea (Acts 
12:20), where it appears to have been outside his jurisdiction. Paul, on his way to Rome, was 
permitted to visit some friends at Sidon (Acts 27:3). See also Matthew 11:21 and Mark 3:8. 
 
It was noted for its school of philosophy under Augustus and Tiberius, its inhabitants being 
largely Greek; and when Berytus was destroyed by an earthquake in 551, its great law school 
was removed to Sidon. It was not of great importance during the Crusades, being far surpassed 
by Acre, and in modern times it is a small town of some 15,000.  
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Sidon Sea Castle was built in 1228 AD by the Crusader Knights of St John of Hospital and 
Jerusalem. Built on a small island in the Port of Sidon, it was used as a fortress of the holy land, 
and was connected to the mainland by a narrow 80m long roadway.  
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The Amazing Engineering of Ancient Roman Roads 
Carl Seaver 
 
October 26, 2022 
 

In 1810, by which time he had built an empire that spanned most of continental Europe, if the 
Emperor of France, Napoleon Bonaparte, wanted to get a message from Paris to Rome, he 
couldn’t send it any faster than the Romans were able to nearly 2,000 years ago.  

This is because by the first and second centuries AD, at the height of its empire, Rome had 
created a network of roads across Europe, the Levant, and North Africa, which allowed people 
to travel as fast and efficiently as was possible before the advent of steam engines.  

Here we examine the impressive engineering feat that was the Roman road network.  
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What Were Roman Roads Like? 
The Roman roads were built uniformly, with the parameters varying depending on whether they 
were main arterial roads connecting substantial towns and cities or more regional roads.  
The viae publicae or public roads were the more substantial, often being up to seven meters 
wide. These were for heavy traffic and, notably for the legions to be able to march between 
provinces quickly.  

Consequently, these were often referred to as viae militares, meaning military roads or ways. 
On the other hand, the smaller roads, variously known as the viae rusticae or viae agrariae, 
effectively meaning rural roads or farming roads, were much smaller.  

Depending on the exact use to which they were put, they could be as narrow as a meter and a 
half, but usually somewhere between three and a half meters.  

The intention here was that these would be wide enough for a horse to pass along or, more 
typically, a horse-drawn cart.  

How Were Roman Roads Built? 
The roads were made with an under-layer of crushed rubble, placed on leveled-out and 
flattened ground to eliminate bumps and undulations. This made for a nice, smooth pathway 
and had the advantage of draining water off.  

On the more regional roads, this might have been the top surface of the road, but the larger 
public roads were paved and filled in using concrete. 

The Romans were highly skilled in engineering. They carried out these processes only after they 
expansively surveyed the area to determine the best sites to build a road. 
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Throughout the construction process, a very precise layering of different-sized stones and 
materials was laid in place and then compacted to ensure the road was as securely built as 
possible.  

When it was finished, edge stones were placed along the sides of the road itself, and then 
a crepido or footway was constructed at a slight elevation from the road itself on either side. 
Thus, Roman roads also had curbs and footpaths.  

Finally, a significant road maintenance system developed during the Republican period and 
expanded under the emperor. This saw commissioners appointed to each province to oversee 
the upkeep of the roads in their areas.   

The Appian Way 
The Romans built many famed roads, but perhaps none was as central to the Roman 
identity and history as the Appian Way. 
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This ran from Rome itself southwards along the coast of Italy to the town of Capua and then 
forking eastwards towards Brindisi in the southeast of the peninsula.  

 

Like all Roman roads, it was named after the individual who had first overseen its construction, 
Appius Claudius Caecus, a Roman censor who began constructing the road in the late fourth 
century BC.  

This was when Rome was still only a regional power in central Italy. Still, the road was necessary 
to expand from the Latium region to the peninsula’s south.  

The Appian Way continued to be used by the Romans for the next 800 years, a perennial 
reminder of how the Republic had expanded centuries earlier by constructing route ways to the 
south of Italy. See current photo of the Appian Way at the end of the monograph. 

It also became the road most traveled by the Roman elite in imperial times, as the Roman 
aristocracy began building villas and mansions outside Rome on the coast south towards cities 
and towns like Capua and Pompeii.  

Services on the Roads 
Of course, if one was going to travel along a road from Rome to northern Germania in ancient 
times or from Alexandria in Egypt to Carthage in what is now northern Tunisia, then one 
needed to stop along the way.  
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Our intrepid traveler might not need gas, but his horses needed to be fed and watered, and he 
needed to get supplies and possibly a bed to sleep in.  

In Roman times such a traveler would have found plenty of places to avail of such services. On 
the main roads, way-stations called mansiones were built every 25 or 30 kilometers. 

These were centered on taverns and hostels where people could eat and rent a room for the 
night.  

These way-stations often developed into small villages, particularly along the busier roads of 
the empire, as wheelwrights, blacksmiths, veterinarians, and other professionals whose 
services were needed to repair carriages and tend to horses located their businesses here. 

Stables of horses were kept in some of these way-stations, often government-funded ones, so 
that imperial messengers who needed to travel quickly along the roads could change horses as 
they went.  

In this fashion, news of an attack by a Germanic tribe on the northern border could be sent 
speedily from the town of Augusta Treverorum on the site of modern-day Trier south to Rome 
in just under two weeks. 

The way-stations also became locations at which the equivalent of Roman post-offices was 
established.  

The Survival of the Roman Road System 
By the empire’s peak in the second century AD, the Romans had built over 350 great roads, 
their equivalent of motorways. These connected all of the empire’s provinces and stretched out 
over 80,000 kilometers.  

However, like everything else Rome established, the system of maintenance of the roads began 
to decline and then collapse from the third century AD onwards, as the empire entered a period 
of prolonged crisis.  

As it did, travelers from Rome to cities like Augusta Treverorum or Lugdunum in Germania and 
Gaul would have noticed the paved roads were starting to show holes or bits of damage. 

But, while they might have sustained some wear and tear over the years, the Roman roads 
survived well beyond the collapse of the Western Roman Empire in the fifth century AD.  
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Indeed, they continued to form the main travel routes for Europeans in Western Europe 
throughout the Middle Ages and beyond.  

Today, many motorways and highways in Italy, France, western Germany, Britain, and Spain are 
built along the routes the Romans established two millennia ago. 

Indeed this marks their road system as one of the incredible engineering feats of human 
history.  
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The Greek Language 
By GreekBoston.com 
 
2022 
 
One thing that is fascinating about the Greek language is that when you look at the Indo-
European language chart, Greek stands on its own. Nearly every language in that family, 
whether it is Latin or Germanic, developed into other languages over time. For example, 
Spanish, French, and Italian, were derived from Latin. 
 
Yes, the Greek language has its own branch of the Indo-European language tree. However, that 
doesn’t mean that the language itself hasn’t changed and evolved since ancient times. What 
follows is an overview of the history of the Greek language. 

Mycenaean Civilization 
The earliest surviving texts of the Greek language can be traced to the Mycenaean Civilization 
around 1300 BC. Once this civilization collapsed, the Linear B script of the Greek language pretty 
much disappeared. It was then replaced by writing inspired by the Phoenicians. 

Ancient Greek Classical Period 
During the Classical Period of Ancient Greece, the language developed into several dialects. The 
two major dialects of that time period were called Ionic and Attic. Attic was spoken in the 
Athenian city-state. Eventually, the two dialects morphed into a form of Greek known as the 
Attic-Ionic dialect. 

Hellenistic Greek 
During the Hellenistic period, the Greek language developed into what we now know as Biblical 
Greek. This is the Greek language with which certain parts of the New Testament were written. 
Prior to that, however, Hellenistic Greek was the language spoken during Alexander the Great’s 
time. He spread the language so far east that it was adapted by most of the ancient world as a 
second language. This dialect of Greek is also referred to as “Koine”. 

Backlash against Koine 
During the “Koine” period of the Greek language, there were people who longed for the 
classical period. They held the Attic dialect as the highest standard of Greek. This developed into 
a period known as “Atticism”. This movement greatly influenced Greek literature and continues 
to do so to this day. 

Byzantine Greek 
Directly following Hellenistic Greek and Atticism, Byzantine Greek took place during the rule of 
the Byzantine Empire. This empire began when Constantinople was established in 330 AD and 
fell in 1453 AD when the Turks defeated the city. Today, Constantinople is known as Istanbul. 
This led the Greeks into a dark period of Ottoman rule that lasted four hundred years. 
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Modern Greek 
During the Ottoman rule over the Greeks, the language slowly evolved into the Greek that we 
know today. It is interesting to note that the island of Crete managed to prevent the Ottoman 
Empire from controlling them until 1669 AD. Modern Greek folk literature can be traced to the 
poetry and literature that came from this island prior to their occupation. 
After the Ottoman Empire fell in 1830, the Greek people sought to establish their standard 
Greek dialect. The Greek dialects spoken in Athens and the Peloponnese became the 
standardized language spoken in modern Greece. However, even now, the language continues 
to change and evolve – especially with outside cultural influence being more prevalent. 

 


